Siniora fears influx of Soviets 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (8) — A faadtag Fakatfatan nU Soday be 
feared Acre would 6c bo influx at Soviet Jews teto the bncB-eccated 
Wot Beak and Gan Strip. “We hm w IwfaKK teO^ the Soviet Union 
M(todfvJcniDc4ptt,MiMHitMblickirfbi«edtetto 
matai them fa the ocoqifcd fcnfUo,” Hwe Stolen, editor efAlfttfr 
newspaper, laid a urmlnai n pcraMtcOa end the r»Ti ■Tinian fail 

weak that hetf a mH Bnw Soviet Jew* wen wailing to — » u . «>> to H-* 1 
tewB flfficUs mj 2&* arrived but month «d the ntt wffl rfae. One 
Y ij *nr —*” w — — r“* “ — — Trfffir in ftir nri n ipki i irn Ilia ii i 

Mutiniu mtiouBsts mt Ac wrmlMi in Arab Jerusalem odd poBtkad 
cheufto in Eastern Europe were ■ victory far democracy and coold bdp to 
pnaMta Mdde East peace. Bat Ary add they were ««««*»» at an 
I mp rovement In tfca anefa at enteral rdafloea between Israel and Hx; Bwt 
Mec, which ht* bag aborted fee PbfcrtUan cause. 
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JWA holds meeting today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan Writers Aswddko (JWA) anwantni 
Snsday that it murid hold a meting Monday at a temporary office denoted 
at the Pmiriafcwial Unions ITnllrthifl near (be Mtabb? of M a tty aad 
Trade ta Sha dwid . brier Abdul Haq, die JWA’s aerttay Ear cdtare, 
pnMMMn g aad press relations, told the Jordan Times that die meeting, 
which wS be bdd at 5 pjx, wffl “ ma rt the of the resarreefed 

aaaadadoB aad pave the way for faah eje c ti o ns tor a new a dinlidali al ive 
caaiaHlw in a few mnnttn* time.” He arid the «»— **"g b expected to be 
at tended by over 250 people, ha haling members of the general anvial ily of 
the anodadaa, and offlee be a r ers aad members of other pro fes sional 
associations as wed as ofhm interested in the Btenny jaorwment; fai Jordan. 
Earner Sunday, the association sent a menage of thanks to Prime BCafate- 
MndarBadraa Ear rcroktaga 1987dedrion whfcfa dissolved tbeassodaikm 
(see page 3). 


Volume 14 Number 4268 


AMMAN MONDAY 


18, 1989, JUMADA AL OULA 19, 1410 


Price: Jordan 100 IBs; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Sandi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dh-haans; Great Britain 25 peace 


^Palestinian shot dead 
II' amid calls for strike 

^ MbtI^ OCCUPIED JERUSALEM lage of Taeuza, was accused of alleged anti-Israel acti- 
!° (AM- Mad^ men sh 01 being a mtddteman for Palesti- Pakrtmians said. 

® An &h 5' to death a 60-vear-old Palestinian mans seeking Israeh permits for Nablus residents said i 
entrart*^ Sunday m the occupied West burnt ess deafines or to travel than inn chirtnntc man 


Eddie jZ[i: OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
£o was'? (Agencies) — Masked men shot 
nist An to death a 60-year-old Palestinian 
ccntraaS^ Snnday in the occupied West 
the actor , A Bank Nablus, strewing 

'Wh ar government permit forms over 

his body and accusing him of 
1, collaborating with Israel, repor- 

iaiuiv?^ 1 *»■“&■ 

B was the second shooting 
aeaii death in the city’s casbah (old 


| 4 a jr ni ^ % tilling four members of the radio 
,> a «a$ al Black Panthers gang in a raid 

a^Dcc. 1 , ... 

1121 Also Snnday, die Muslim fan- 

damentafist group Hamas de-. 

. dared a general strike on Christ- 

mas day in a new leaflet calling 
for stepping up the two-year 
thfip Palestinian nprisng with attacks 
on Israeli troops. 

world cfer “We call on our masses to use 
1 fi re bombs and ambush die occu- 
u a patibn’s army,” said the leaflet 
tt;., Last week, the leaders of the 
« s £ ii uprising called for marches on 
- * * *r Dec. 25 to protest Israel’s 
" ijjjr occupation butnot for a strike. 
— ,3 The Hamas leaflet also denied 
m 5 ? a | Israeli news reports that; the 
•- ^- 3 t g-oup agreed lo parturiate in i 
^ Palestmian'I^aeh dialogue urged 

;}. by U.S. Secretary of State James 
s - -i i: a - Baker. It said the -reports were- 
■* « u ‘ qnead by u 7kaaA news agen- 

££ ? i V. «*■” 

b u , Israeli cabinet secretary 
i‘. r ri Ehakim Rubenstdn left Sunday 
-r-a t: for Washington, meanwhile, to 
\1 ^ l', hold meetings with U.S. o fficiate 
.v x i about the proposed Israeli- 
:■ a «• Pal edmian rfaalogne in Cairo. 

In Nablus, masked youths 
; : fatally ^k>t Khated Barahmeh in. 

?: j! the forriieadL, limn took govem- 
— 1 — _1 meat permit forms he was car- 
rying ami scattered them over his 
' body, reporters said. 

Barahmeh. from die nearby vfl- 
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lage of Taenza, was accused of 
being a middlrmRn for Palesti- 
nians seeking Israeli permits for 
business dealings or to travel 
abroad, the reporters said. 

Last Thursday, masked youths 
killed a 30-year-old man in the 
casbah in the first slaying of an 
alleged collaborator since the 
army’s attack on the Black Panth- 
ers gang. After the Dec. 1 attack, 
soldiers went through the casbah 
announcing over loudspeakers 
that citizens no longer need fear 
attacks by gang members. 

On Friday, masked youths 
took to the streets with louds- 
peakers to daim the Black Panth- 
ers carried out the slaying a day 
earlier. 

Also Sunday, about 200 
. women marched through the cas- 
bah waving Palestinian flags and 
shouting ’Long five Palestine,” 
report e rs said. Huy said that 
men fixe women tried take their 
march outside the market, sol- 
diers dispersed them. 

Id the Gaza Strip, meanwhile, 
officials at Strife hospital m Gaza 
City said 20 high school students 
were treated for beating injuries 
following a dash with paramiHt- 
ary border police. 

A 14-year-old also was shot in 
die right foot in die same inci- 
dent, which began wife youngs- 
ters stoning soldiers in Gaza Ci- 
ty’s Tufa quarter, reporters said. 

- Two othm boys, one a six-year- 
old, were shot in a darii wife 
soldiers in Gaza's Jabafiya re- 
fugee camp, rq x nte r s and hospit- 
al o fficiate said. 

. Near Jenin in the West Bank, ; 
. 25-year-rfd Omar Jirar feed when 
a bond) he was preparing ex- 
ploded in his hands, Israeh and 
Palestinian sources said. 

Jirar’s family home was blown 
np by Israeli troops in 1973 after 
Ins brother was arrested for 


alleged anti-Israel activity, 
Palestinians said. 

Nablus residents said more 
than 100 students marched 
through the casbah to the city 
centre to mark 40 days of mourn- 
ing for the leader of a Palestinian 
squad shot dead by Israefi troops. 

Supporters of the Palestine 
Gammumst Party and fee Popu- 
lar Front for tire Liberation of 
Palestine (PFUP) chanted slogans 
eulogising Aiman Al Ruzeh, 
head of the PFLP-affflwtod “Red 
Eagles,” who was kitte d in as 
army raid Nov. 9. 

They also landed hnad Al 
Nasr, leader of dm Blade Panth- 
ers, who was killed by soldiers 
Dec. 1. 

Israeli government prosecutors 
accused anti-Arab rabbi Meir 
Kahane Sunday of mating racial 
hatred on the day after a Palesti- 
nian forced an Israeli bus into a 
ravine, kitting 16 peojrie^ 

The nxfidxnent said Kahane 
told a crowd of about 400 people 
in a Jerusalem park July 7 that 
Jews who objected to calls fin: 
revenge were accomplices in kill- 
ing the bus passengers. 

“Who killed them? The Arabs 
among ns. They are a spreading 
cancer. Any Jew who says (re- 
venge)... is immoral has fee 
Mood of innocents on his hands 
and is a partner to murder,” it 
quoted the American-born 
Kahane as saying. 

No immediate date was set for 
a court hearing.* 

After fee July rally, supporters 
of Kabaneta extreme right-wing 
Kach movement attacked women 
peace activists demonstrating for 
an end to Israel’s occupation of 
fee West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Kahane’s political party was 
barred from c o ntesti n g Israel's 
1988 general elections after fee 
supreme court rated it was racist. 



Delhi promises to repeal 
anti-Sikh terrorism laws 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — In- 
(ha’s new government promised 
Sunday -to repeal laws directed 
against Sikh imfitants and to pun- 
ish instigators of anti-Sikh riots 
five years ago. 

t Prime Minister Vishwanath 
«*'■ Pratap Singh called an all-party 
meeting m New Defiri to draw up 
a peace plan for the northern 
i.-* state, where more than 1,900 
u* people have died in Sikh separat- 
, ist violence this year. 
ff 1 A joint statement after the 
/ meeting called for “a fresh 
. approach.’., to resolve the Punjab 
t* problem on an enduring basis.” 
,i' But har dlin e Sikh leaders 


month’s general elections did not 
’ show up for the wlhi. . 
r D> Simranjit Singh Mann, rc- 
.ri < teased from prison two weeks 
’ ,p ago, demanded the g ov er nm ent 
first release Sikh detainees, re- 
peal ami-terrorist laws and pon- 
ish anti-Sikh rioters. 

The joint statement met at 
teast two of those conditions by 
cafirng for repeal of the laws and 
prosecution of the rioters- 
Prime Minister Singh, who 
- took office- two weeks ago, told 
nqmrteis .after the meeting he 
was confident the hardliners 
would attend the next round of 
Punjab talks. . . •- 
Singh said he would proceed 


step by step to find peace in 
Punjab: “This may be slow but 
the solution will be lasting.” 

“White serious efforts to find 
a political solution continue, the 
people must be reassured that 
there would be no let up in the 
fight against terrorism,” said a 
statement issued after the meet- 
ing. It was endorsed by all but 
one of the participating parties. 

Former Prime Mmster Rajiv 
Gandhi’s Congress Party dis- 
tanced itself from the statement, 
saying it amid not be considered 
a consensus document since fee 
party had no part in drafting it. 

About 40 leaden of 21 parties 


Lasted nearly five hours, a govern- 
ment spokesman said. 

Two main' SOch parties, the 
Akati DatMaim ana AkaK Dal- 
Barial, fed not attend, saying a 
cogemal atmosphere must be cre- 
ated in the state before discus- 
sions can be held. 

The AkaH Dal-Mana party, 
which is known to be supported 
by Sikh extre m ist groups, won a 
landslide in last month’s general 
elections. It took tone of the 13 
parliamentary seats allotted to 
the state. 

Kashmir violence 
Meanwhile, militant Muslim 


cabinet minister's daughter 'for 


five of their jailed colleagues, 
vowed to continue hitting Indian 
targets in the disputed Janxmu- 
Kashmir state, a leader said 
Sunday. 

AmanuHah Khan, chmrmfm of 
tiie Pakistan-based Jammu Kash- 
mir Liberation Front, said the 
-separatists will wage an 18- 
monfe-old campaign to tenor, 
indndmg bijadmg, fcilHng g and 
more kidnappings. 

The front, was formed in 1965, 
wants Jammn-Kashnrir to secede 
from India and either become 
independent ot join Pakistan. 
The northwestern Indian state is 
part of a larger Kashmir, which 


1948, with half mater liana s con- 
trol and half under Pakistan’s. 

The front’s underground guer- 
rilla force operating in Incfiai - 

i^mfwp Upd lwmtim . lCaidwmr has 

been given guidelines by the 
oigansation’sleaders, Khan told 
a news conference in Rawalpindi, 
Pakistan. 

“They have been told: Don’t 
touch our own people, but fait 
rtvfi»n pro p erty. Including air- 
fines, post offices, public build- 
ings,” said Khan. “There have 
been dozens and dozens of bomb 

blasts” in the Indian state during 
fee past 18 months, he said. 
“Baacafiy our nnfitazy needs are 
bong met,” Khan said. 



r al mifarf— buys armed wife 


await Israefi soldiers in the occupied Gaza Strip 


Hamas says it rejects role 
in Palestinian-Israeli talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Islamic activists in fee Israeli- 
ocoopied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, in a leaflet distributed Sun- 
day, spumed U.S. and Egyptian 
efforts to involve them in prop- 
osed talks wife Israel. 

The Is lami c resistance move- 
ment (Hamas) also Trained of 
retribution against Palestinians 
who took part xa such negotia- 
tions. 

The leaflet accused Egypt of 
undermining the Palestinian up- 
rising against Israeli occupation 
and dammed U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker’s proposals for 
Israefi-Patestiman talks m Cairo. 

“Hamas considers anyone who 
takes part in negotiations based 
on the Baker plan as against the 
wifi of die Palestinian people and 
the people wifi settle accounts 
wife him,” it said. 

Israeli cabinet secretary 
Etiyakim Rubinstein left for 
Washington Sunday to discuss a 
proposed meeting of Israeli, U.S. 
and Egyptian foreign ministers on 
fee question of talks. 


Diplomatic sources have said 
fee United States, Egypt and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) are working to bring 
Hamas into a Palestiman delega- 
tion for the planned talks in an 
effort to neutralise its opposition. 

The PLO says it supports a 
Pales tinian state alon gside Israel, 
while Hamas regards both Israel 
and the occupied territories as 
Arab land to be rated under 
Mamie few. 

Activist Mahmoud Al 
held separate talks last week on 
possible Hamas participation 
with Ahmad Tawfik, an aide to 
Egyptian ambassador Moham- 
mad Bassouny, and Brigadier 
Arieh Shiftman, head of the 
Israeh occupation administration 
in the Gaza Strip. 

Palestinian sources said Zahar 
told Tawfik that Hamas was 
ready in principle to join negotiar 
tfons on Palestinian seif-rale and 
take port in elections to choose 
the negotiators. 

The Hamas leaflet, in an appa- 
rent reference to Zahar, told 


Rocard plans to meet 
Israelis, Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — French 
Premier M. Michel Rocard ar- 
rived here Sunday to attend a 
ceremony naming a Jaffa Street 
after former French Prime Minis- 
ter Pierre Meudes-France. 

The ceremony will be Monday.' 
Mendes -France, a Jew and a 
strong suppor t er of Israel, died in 
1982. 

Upon his arrival at Ben-Gurion 
international airport, Rocard de- 
scribed bis trip as a private visit. 

T have doc come to deal with 
the question of peace between 
the Palestinians and Israel,” he 

told reporters. 

Rocard is scheduled to meet 
wife Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir and Vice-Premier Shimon 
Peres before leaving Israel Mon- 
day afternoon. 

Rocard will also meet Palesti- 
nian leaders (hiring the visit. 

Despite public expressions of 
friendship cm both sides, Israel 
and France are deeply at odds 
over a role for the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
in Middle East peace efforts. 

“Mendes-France was very 
much involved in trying to build 


bridges between all peoples. 
Vietnamese and French, Arabs 
and French, Arabs and Jews,” 
French Ambassador Alain PLer- 
ret told Reuters. 

In addition to Shamir, Feres, 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens, 
President Chaim Heizog, Rocard 
will also meet Palestinian activ- 
ists, fee ambnaymtor said. 

When Shamir paid an official 
visit to Paris last month, French 
leaders voiced open scepticism of 
Israeli proposals that reject any 
role for the FLO and rule out a 
future Palestinian state. 

Shamir accused France of hav- 
ing a pro-Palestinian and pro- 
Anfe stance. 

Israel was angry when French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
officially received PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat for the first time 
tins year. 

Mitterrand also caused “off- 
ence” by accusing Israeli soldiers 
of treating Palestinians waging an 
uprising as “wild game.” 

Euro- Arab co nfe rence 

A top PLO official, Farouk 


Mubarak envoy 
visits Damascus 


Palestinians to ignore those 
dafanmg to represent it. 

“Hamas stresses at this stage 
people should relate to its politic- 
al positions only according to the 
official leaflets and that nobody 
now inside occupied Palestine 
represents Hamas publicly,” it 
said 

Israeli sources said the leaflet 
might be an attempt by Hamas to 
raise the price of its participation 
in talks to four or five seats on a 
twelve-man delegation rather 
than the one or two so for offered 
by fee PLO. 

PLO activists in Jerusalem told 
Reuters they believed the leaflet 
should be taken at face value. 

“This fits absolutely with then- 
stated ideology. I think they 
mean what they say,” said a 
supporter of the Palestine Com- 
munist Party. 

Jailed Hamas activists led by 
spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin go on trial next week in 
tire Gaza Strip on charges includ- 
ing fee murder of two kidnapped 
Israeli solders. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — An 
Egyptian minister paid a break- 
through visit to Syria Sunday 
after more than a decade of 
soured relations over Cairo’s 
separate treaty with Israd. 

President Hafez Al Assad told 
Egyptian Information Minister 
Safwai Sharif that Damascus 
wanted to heal the rift, presiden- 
tial spokesman Joubran Konrieh 
reported. 

'‘President Assad affirmed 
Syria's keen interest to streng- 
then cooperation with Egypt m 
all fields to serve the interests of 
both countries and fee Arab Na- 
tion,” he said. 

Ties between the two countries 
began to improve after Assad met 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak at an Arab League summit in 
Morocco in May. On Tuesday an 
Egyptian airliner landed in 
Damascus, restoring an air link 
broken 10 years earlier. 

Sharif, the first Egyptian minis- 
ter to visit Syria for more than 12 
years, said: “With God’s will, we 
will continue the march towards 
joint Arab action.” 

Asked by a reporter whether 
diplomatic relations would soon 
be restored, he said the two 
governments had made a break- 
through in relations which 
amounted to more than diploma- 
tic ties. 

Sharif said when he arrived at 
Damascus airport that the rap- 
prochement started “when the 
two leaders met in Casablanca is 
continuing permanently and we 
are all witnessing the positive 
developments between fee two 


countries.” 

Assad and Mubarak met in the 
Moroccan city last May during an 
Arab s ummi t conference. They 
met twice in October and agreed 
to build economic ties in agricul- 
ture, oil and industry. 

Syria and Libya are the only 
Arab countries which have not 
restored relations with Egypt, 
broken because of the 1979 Egyp- 
tian-Israeli treaty. 

Egypt's ties with Libya are also 
i mpro v i ng. Mubarak bias met Li- 
byan leader Mnammar Qadhafi 
twice in fee past two months. 

Jibran Komieb said the Syrian 
president “will dispatch a person- 
al envoy to President Mubarak 
within the next few days.” 

The Egyptian envoy, accompa- 
nied by senior offi cials of Cairo’s 
Foreign Ministry, delivered a let- 
ter from Mnbarak to Assad, who 
in turn gave Sharif a letter to 
deliver to Mubarak. Sharif flew 
back to Cairo later Sunday. 

Syria’s press hailed anew era in 
relations. 

“The Syrian-Egyptian rap- 
prochement serves Arab solidar- 
ity, which has become a national 
necessity in light of fee increasing 
Zionist challenge and interna- 
tional developments,” said the 
daily Ti&hreen. 

Al Baath, organ of Syria’s rul- 
ing Baafe Party, said Arab soli- 
darity was at hand in response to 
“the strategy of enemies who are 
trying to break Arab r anks .” 

Al Ifaawra said fee dangers 
and challenges faring fee Arab 
World made better relations with 
Egypt necessary. 


American soldier 
shot dead in Panama 


Michel Rocard 

Kaddounu, will attend a Euro- 
Arab conference hosted by 
France this week, the PLO’s rep- 
resentative in France said 
Sunday. 

Ibrahim Souss told Renters 
Kaddoumi and two advisers to 
Arafat would attend the Paris 
conference on Thursday and Fri- 
day, winch win bring together , 
foreign ministers from the 12 - 
nation European Community 
(EC) and the 22-member Arab 
League. 


PANAMA CITY (Agencies) — 
A U.S. soldier was fatally shot 
Saturday night as he and other 
American service men tried to 
flee a crowd of Panamanian 
troopers and civilians, a U.S. 
southern command spokesman 
reported. 

The Panamanian Defence 
Forces (PDF) said Sunday that 
fee U.S. servicemen had fired 
several shots at the military head- 

S i arters of Manuel Antonio 
oriega, wounding three 
Panamanians, indndmg a soldier 
and a one-year-old girl. U.S. offi- 
cials said the Americans were 
unarmed. 

Panama declared war on the 
United States last week, but U.S. 
officials brushed off the state- 
ment. 

U.S. and Panamanian troops 
went on alert after Saturday’s 
incident, the most serious in a 
series of confrontations between 
the two forces. American troops 
in battle gear could be seen 
around Fort Clayton, and tanks 
were heading toward the base. 
Several unidentified helicopters 
flew over the city shortly after 
midnig ht. 

A U.S. spokesman, Ronald 
Sconyers, said four off-duty 
American soldiers in civilian 
clothes were stopped by about 40 
civilians and five PDF troopers as 
they were driving by military 
headquarters. 

The spokesman said the crowd 
tried to pull the Americans out of 


fee car, and as the U.S. soldiers 
drove off shots were fired at the 
car, wounding one of fee Amer- 
icans. He said the other U.S. 
servicemen were not injured. 

The wounded American was 
taken to the U.S. military’s Gor- 
gas Hospital where he died, 
Sconyers said. 

The shooting happened a day 
after Panama’s National Assem- 
bly unanimously declared the 
country was in a state of war with 
the United States and granted 
Noriega wide-ranging powers 
which formalised nzs rule. 

Tensions have been high be- 
tween the United States and 
Panama since rebel troops and 
junior officers on Oct. 3 railed in 
a coup attempt against Noriega, 
whom Washington wants re- 
moved from power. 

The genera) has been indicted 
in the United States for drag 
trafficking, but he (femes the 


After the coup attempt, Presi- 
dent George Bush was criticised 
by opponents for not seizing an 
opportunity to force out Noriega, 
who stayed in charge although 
the rebels at one point broadcast 
they had toppled fee general. 

In the coup attempt, U.S. 
troops based in Panama blocked 
roads to fee PDF headquarters. 
U.S. officials denied any role in 
the attempt but said they knew in 
advance a coup was being 
planned. 


Chanting students keep up pressure in Prague 


PRAGUE (Agencies) — Tens 
ot thousands of Czech o sl o vak 
students shouting “Long live 
Haver* marched through cen- 
tral Prague Sunday to keg) up 
the pressure for democratic re- 
form. 

The rally was called to hon- 
our fellow students injured in a 
march a month ago. 

Police brutality against the 
students on that occasion 
sparked outrage and mass poli- 
tical upheaval which has since 
ended fee Communist Party’s 
unchallenged grip cm power. 

As on Nov. 17, tens of 
thousands of students gathered 
in a square which is sur- 
rounded by buddings of Prague 
University. 

They chanted or carried ban- 
ners proclaiming “Havel to the 
castle,” sup p or t in g playwright 
Vaclav Havel as their choice to 
be the next occupant of Prague 


Castle, the seat of Czechoslo- 
vakia’s president (see page 8 ). 

A month ago, Havel was 
Httle more than a symbol of 
opposition to Co mmuni st rale. 
Now be is a popular hero. 

“A month ago, from this 
place, we began the destruc- 
tion of fee regime — without 
knowing it,” students’ leader 
Martin Kfima said to laughter 
and agplause before the march 

With a rallying ay of “Long 
five Havel,” the marchers set 
off slowly and calmly. 

No ponce were in evidence 
and many passers-by joined 
fee students as the march 
snaked t o w ar d s the city centre. 

Roman Catholic priest Vac- 
lav Mahr, stripped of Ins state 
SceiBe for preachiag after sign- 
ing fee human rights Charter 
77, spoke under fee baroque 
vaulted ceiling of St. Mar- 


garet’s Basilica. 

Hundreds of Roman Catho- 
lic faithful who could not get 
inside stood in the rain to hear 
Maly’s first public mass in 11 
years. 

The mass was defecated to 
fee peaceful student rally Nov. 
17. 

Maly said he decided to 
serve mass Sunday to com- 
memorate fee start of the 
democratic revolution and out 
of respect for the students’ 
leading role. 

“I appreciate the willingness 
of the students to sacrifice, 
because it is a forgotten 
value,” Maly told reporters af- 
ter mass. 

At the start of the service, 
Maly, bathed in television 
spotlights, received a one-mi- 
nute ovation. 

Switching to English halfway 


through his sermon, Maly said: 
“You can experience here an 
alive church that... doesn’t 
wish to master, to rule society, 
but a searching church, sear- 
ching for God’s truth.” 

The students have been on 
strike since the police action 
a gainst them on Nov. 17 and 
intend to mwwitain fee pressure 
for greater democracy. 

A mass picket of parliament 
is planned for Tuesday, when 
members of the federal assem- 
bly are expected to extend a 
deadline for choosing a new 
bead of state to replace presi- 
dent Gustav Hnsak, who res- 
igned last Sunday. 

Deputies in the communist- 
dominated parliament would 
be “besieged,” one student 
leader said Sunday. 

The opposition has called for 
the replacement of deputies 


who no longer have the confi- 
dence of their electorate — 
meaning Har dline Commun- 
ists. 

Party leader Karel Urbanek 
Sunday told a special Slovak 
party congress m Bratislava 
that “discredited people” must 
be weeded out. 

Many old hardline leaders 
have already been removed 
from the party’s ruling polit- 
boro and central committee 
ahead of an emergency nation- 
al party congress in Prague 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

A professor who addressed 
the massed students before 
their march Sunday applauded 
them for choosing non-violent 
means to press their demands. 

“As there was a film about 
Gandhi, so one day there will 
be a film about these events,” 
he said. 













eady to swap ailing PoWs 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A senior official said 
Snsdaj Iraq is willing to exchange all ailing and 
disabled prisoners of war with Iran, ending as 


But the Sate of aeaity 100,000 
captives heid by both sides re- 
mained deadlocked. Some have 
been prisoners since the early 
days of the Golf war that broke 
out in September 1980. 

Aknun A1 Witri, chief of the 
Legal Department in Iraq’s Fore- 
ign Ministry, said Iraq's response 
to a proposal by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) to exchange aU ailing and 
wounded prisoners was “posi- 
tive”. 

But Witri, the chief Iraqi nego- 
tiator with the Red Cross, said he 
will give Baghdad’s official 
answer soon. 

He noted that Iraq has no 
objection to repatriating all sick 
and wounded prisoners it cap- 
tured during the eight-year Gulf 
war if Iran does the same. 

Witri spoke after meeting 
Saturday with Angelo Gnadin- 
ger, the ICRCs Middle East 
chief, who is visiting Baghdad to 
finalise the plan. 

Iran’s foreign minister, Ali 
Akbar Velayati, said Friday that 
Tehran will soon free wounded 
and ailing Iraqi prisoners un- 


ilaterally in hopes that Baghdad 
would reciprocate. 

He did not say how many 
captives would be released or 
when, but his offer raised hopes 
that it might open the door to an 
exchange of a larger scale. 

It was not dear if an exchange 
of ailing captives would signal 
movement on peace talks that 
have been deadlocked since 
April. 

Iran has refused to discuss a 
complete exchange of PoWs until 
Iraq withdraws its forces from 
border territory they seized in the 
final phase of the Gulf war fight-, 
ing before a U.N. -sponsored 
ceasefire took effect Aug. 20, 
1988. 

Iraq wants all prisoners of war 
to be repatriated before it will 
.discuss other issues in the U.N. 
Security Council's ceasefire re- 
solution. 

Witri stressed Sunday that Iraq 
still demands the immediate re- 
lease of all prisoners of war taken 
by the two countries. 

The Red Cross has registered 
some 50,000 prisoners held by 
Iran and more than 19,280 in 


Iraqi camps. But United Nations 
officials and diplomats estimate 
the two sides bold around 100,000 
PoWs between than. 

Gnadinger, who arrived in 
Baghdad Thursday after visiting 
Tehran, declined comment on his 
talks with Iraqi officials. 

He was expected to meet Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Taieq Aziz later 
Sunday to discuss the PbWs issue. 

The Red Cross secured an 
agreement by Baghdad and 
Tehran to repatriate ailing pris- 
oners following die ceasefire. 

But the agreement collapsed in 
November 1988 after only 400 
men had been exchanged, with 
both sides accusing each other of 
falsifying the number of c ap t i ves 
who were seeking asylum. 

. The stalemate in the PoW issue 
has been a factor in the deadlock- 
ed peace talks that began five 
days after the ceasefire took 
effect. 

Iraq has demanded Iran 
observe article 118 of the Third 
Geneva Convention, which both 
countries signed and which re- 
quires that all PoWs be freed as 
soon as hostilities cease. 

Iraq also insists that the PoW 
issue should be treated as a 
humanitarian matter and not 
linked to the outcome of the 
peace talks. 

The Red Cross is trying to 


convince both sides to uncouple 
the PoWs issue from the political 
negotiations, which some officials 
fern could take years to reach a 
settlement, if ever. 

Meanwhile Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati ac- 
cused Iraq Sunday of blocking 
U.N. -sponsored peace talks in 
tiie hope of territorial conces- 
sions. 


“The Iraqi regime, by hinder- 
ing the process of the peace talks, 
was after getting concessions 
from Iran but the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran is determined to firmly 
resist any Iraqi ambition,” he told 
the Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA). 

Velayati was speaking in 
Tehran on his return from talks in 
New York with UJ4. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

Aziz said Thursday Iran had a 
“selective, opportunistic” atti- 
tude to ceasefire terms. 

Aziz and Velayati held sepa- 
rate unsuccessful talks with Perez 
de Cuellar last week to try to 
replace the August 1988 Guff war 
ceasefire with a definitive settle- 
ment. 

Velayati said the United Na- 
tions bad rejected an Iraqi prop- 
osal for the establishment of ex- 
pert co mmi ttees to work out a 
permanent settlement. 


win parliament seats in Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s former 
ulterior minister, Ali Akbar 
Mohtashemi, and other anti- 
Western radicals have won par- 
liamentary seats in special elec- 
tions, strengthening hardline 
opposition to President Hashemi 
Rafeanjani's liberalisation policy. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), moni- 
tored in Nicosia, reported late 
Saturday that Mohtashemi, a mid- 
dle-ranking deric, took 225,570 
votes in polling Friday and was 
declared elected to one of the 32 
Tehran seats in the Majlis, or par- 
liament. 

Another hardline cleric, Ho- 
jatoleslam Movahedj Kermani, 
was also elected in Tehran with 
287,921 votes, IRNA repotted. 

Diplomats said the mid-term 
elections were seen as a test for 
Rafsanjani’s policies. 

Sixty-four candidates ran in the 
poll called to fill nine vacant seats 
in the 270-member parliament. 
Iran's official media reported a 
heavy turnout, but gave no over- 
all figures. 

Most of the seats were left 
empty when Rafsanjaui 
appointed legislators to his 


cabinet following his election July 
28. 

He had held one of the Tehran 
seats since 1980 until he resigned 
from parliament to run for presi- 
dent. 

In the last general election in 
April-May 1988, he polled a re- 
cord 1.2 million votes. 

Tehran Radio said four other 
candidates, including lesser- 
known radicals, won seats in pro- 
vincial centres. 

The state radio, also monitored 
in Nicosia, said that there were 
no dear-cut winners in two other 
Tehran districts and the provin- 
cial Bandar Turkman constituency 
so a second round of voting will 
be held. It did not say when that 
will be. 

The frontrunners for the re- 
maining Tehran seats are all 
radicals — former Commerce 
Minister HabiboUah Asgarowia- 
di, former Labour Minister Abo- 
loasem Saradizadeh and former 
Posts and Telegraphs Minister 
Morteza Nabavi. 

Mohtashemi’s election marked 
a comeback for the 43-year-old 
Islamic fundam e ntalist wfao has 
dose links with pro- Iranian mili- 


tants holding Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Rafsanjani, leader of Tehran’s . 
so-called pragmatists, dumped 
Mohtashemi and other hardliners 
in August, when he formed a 
cabinet dominated by technocrats 
designed to revitalise Iran's mori- 
bund economy following last 
year’s ceasefire in the eight-year 
war with Iraq. 

Mohtashemi is allied with 
Ahmad Khomeini, son of die late 
revolutionary leader Ayatollah 
RuhoUah Khomeini and consi- 
dered a focal point for the radic- 
als espousing the ayatollah’s 
ideological legacy. 

The hardliners oppose Rafsan- 
jani ’s moves to improve Ban's’ 
relations with the West to acquire 
badly needed investment to crank 
up the post-war economy. 

They contend his policies move 
Coo far from the fundamentalist 
principles that form the bedrock 
of the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Raisanjani, while no less com- 
mited to the revolution than bis 


rivals, believes Iran cannot afford 
'to remain isolated and that its 55 


million people have had enough 
of hardship after a decade of 


tnnnail and war. 

But be needs to avoid a major 
challenge while he ce ments his 
authority «*nd has had to tread 
softly since his election. 

Radicals of various stripes 
already dominate the Majlis and 
their gains are likely to further 
inhibit Rafsanjani's room for 
manoeuvre between guiding Iran 
into a more open, prosperous era 
while preserving Islamic princi- 
ples. 

The Tehran limes daily, which 
is considered to reflect Rafsan- 
jani ’s thinking , indicated Sunday 
that the president may seek a 
conciliatory line with Ins radical 
rivals. 

IRNA quoted the newspaper 
as saying in an editorial that 
Mohtashemi's election mil “only 
enrich the Majlis debates and 
assist decBkm-makmg.” 

It castigated the Western 
media for hi ghligh ting political 
differences in die Tehran hierar- 
chy and said these “in no way 
keep those who believe in the 
Islamic Republic and the lofty 
goals set for this Muslim society 
from fully cooperating with one 
another.” 


ANKARA (R) — Syria has a 
long-term interest in smoothing 
over disputes with its northern 
neighbour Turkey, officials in 
Ankara believe. 

Ties have been hit by Turkey’s 
belief that Syria is helping Kur- 
dish rebels, Syrian concern over 
its Euphrates River water lifeline 
and the downing by Syrian MiGs 
of a place over Turkey. 

But an official Turkish source 
said better relations were in 
Syria's interests. “They can’t 
fight on all fronts. They are going 
to need our goodwill,” he said. 

“Turkey sees advantages in 
promoting ties with Syria. It is 
ocr biggest border of 900 
kilometres. 
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Turkey treads warily with 
Syria, which is at political odds 
with Iraq to the east, has troops 
in Lebanon to the west and keeps 
the cream of its armed forces 
facing Israel in the south. 

Turkey appeared heartened by 
talks in Ankara this month, which 
it described as "very honest and 
very useful. ” 

“The Syrians know our con- 
cerns. They stem from events 
aimed at endangering our territo- 
rial integrity and security,” one 
source said, referring to cross- 
border Kurdish rebel attacks. 

Security sources say groups of 
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up to 30 guerrillas of the Marxist' 
Kurdish Workers Party fPKK). 


Kurdish Workers Party (PKK), 
whose violent independence cam- 
paign has caused some 2,000 
deaths, were still crossing the 
frontier in south eastern Turkey, 
also bordering Iran and Iraq. 

“The Syrians have taken some 
steps which we appreciate but we 
say it is not enough- We must 
have evidence that people will 


not be able to commit atrocities,” 
the official source said. 


Security sources said Syria ab- 
out a year ago detained an assis- 
tant to PKK leader Abdallah 
Ocalan, who has moved from 
Damascus to Lebanon’s Syrian- 
controlled Bekaa Valley. 

Turkey is seeking a more effec- 
tive barrier along the border. 


marked for the most part by an 
ageing concrete and barbed wire 
fence lined by Turkish watch- 
towers. 


Damascus has complained ab- 
out border incidents such as 
smuggling and foe shooting of 
farmers, possibly in foe mistaken, 
belief that they were Kurdish 
rebels. 


GCC summit faces major 
unsolved problems 


MUSCAT (R) — Leaders of six 
Gulf Arab states start their tenth 
s ummit this week looking for- 
ward to the challenge of the 1990s 
but dogged by unsolved disputes 
from this decade.' 

The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) was founded in 1981, the 
year after Iran and Iraq went to 
war. A U-N .-sponsored ceasefire 
ended fighting in August 1988 but 
talks to bring lasting peace to the 
region have made almost no 
progress. 

GCC Secretary General 
Abdullah Bishara, quoted by the 
O man News Agency Saturday, 
called the “no peace, no war” 
stuation unsatisfactory both for 
the region and the world. 

Bishara said tire issue would be 
a major topic. Iranian political 
sources said Tehran feared the 
GCC would lean in favour of 
Baghdad. But Arab political 
analysts said the summit would 
probably take an even-handed 
position. 

Bishara said the summit would 
be particularly important because 
of its timing at the tom erf the 
decade. He said it would be one 
of reassessment an d determina- 
tion, describing the 1990s as a 
decade of new challenges for the 
six-nation group. 

Leaders of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman, 
expected to start meeting Mon- 


Mod row: East Germany 
wants ties with Israel 


Turkey sees goodwill as key to better ties with Syria 


TEL AVIV (R) — East German 
Prime Minister Hans Modrow 
was quoted Sunday as saying bis 
government had asked to estab- 
lish relations with Israel for the 
first time. 

Israel said it had yet to receive 
tiie request; reported by foe 
newspaper Haaretz, but would 
take it seriously if East Germany 
shared responsibility for the Nazi 
exter minati on of SIX mini on Jews 
in foe holocaust of World War II. 

Modrow told Haaretz in an 
interview: “We asked Israel offi- 
cially to consider estahKshing di- 
plomatic ties. My government is 
interested in these relations and I 
hope tiie answer from Israel will 
be positive.’* 

Official Israeli sources told 
Reuters that, mice Israel received 
the request, it would insist that 
East Germany announced its 
readiness to pay reparations, as 
did West Germany, to famili es of 
holocaust victims and survivors. 

Asked if East Germany would 


Chinese president 
begins Mideast trip 


■PEKING (AP) — Chinese Presi- 
dent Yang Shangkun left Sunday 
for an 11-day tnp to the Middle 
East expected to focus on increas- 


Yang, 82, making his first trip 
abroad since taking office in 
April 1988, told reporters at the 
airport that he planned to discuss 
regional as well as bilateral issues 
while in Egypt, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait and Oman. 

He was accompanied by Fi- 
nance Minister Wang Bingqian 
and foe vice minister of foreign 
economic relations and trade, Lu 
Xuejian, and said they might sign 
economic agreements during the 
trip. 

Yang said arms sales were not 
on the agenda. China has sold 
weapons in the. past to Egypt, 
Iran, Iraq, Syria and Saudi Ara- 
bia, and its military has stepped 
up sales efforts abroad in recent 
years in order to raise money for 
weapons development. 

Premier Li Peng, Vice Presi- 
dent Wang Zben mid other top 
officials shook hands with Yang 
before he boarded a special 
Boeing 707. Then they raised 
their right arms and waved gently 


in unison as the plane rolled- 
away. 

The official China Daily news- 
paper quoted an unidentified 
trade official as saying that 
Kuwait is considering exploring 
for oil in China, and that trade 
with the United Arab Emirates 
and Oman has g ro wn this year. 

Two-way trade with the four 
countries totalled $494.7 million 
during the first 10 months of the 
year, tiie official said — a tiny 
percentage of China’s worldwide 
trade volume of more than $78 
billion. 

Yang, a former general and 
first vice chairman or the power- 
ful Central Military Commission, 
is the second senior leader to visit 
the Middle East in recent 
months. 

Foreign Minister Qian Qicben 
travelled to Jordan, Egypt, Tuni- 
sia and Syria in September to 
discuss regional tensions, but 
made no peace proposals. That 
trip was seen largely as an effort 
by China to break out of its 
international isolation following 
the widely condemned June army 
attack on pro-democracy protes- 
ters. 
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day, will also grapple with Leba- 
non and tbe Palestinian uprising- 

Saudi Arabia played a key role 
in Arab League efforts for a 
political solution to Lebanon’s 
15-year dvfi war. Rene Muawad, 
elected president as part of a 
peace accord, was assassinated in 
November and bis successor Bias 
Hrawi is locked in dispute with 
defiant army General Michel 
Aoun. 

The Palestinian uprising 
against Israel in the occupied 
territories dragged into its third 
year this month. The GCC is 
expected to reaffirm support for 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation as foe Palestinians* sole 
representative, a position Israel 
fiercely rejects. 

GCC states arc also facing un- 
accustomed political change on 
their doorstep. In the remote 
south of the Arabian peninsula. 
North and South Yemen are 
emerging from isolation and plan- 
ning a unified state- 

North Yemen has also joined 
Egypt, Jordan, and Iraq in the 
Arab Cooperation Council, a 
new economic grouping which 
has assured tbe GCC that it has 
no political ambitions. 

Bishara said foe six leaders 
were determined to promote 
common intersts and ties between 
their nationals through new eco- 
nomic and trade agreement and 
joint companies. 


pay compensation, Modrow said: 
“We are certainly ready to con- 
sider the matter with authorised 
r ep res e ntatives of Jewish orga- 
nisations involved and with 
Israel. 


“My government is open to 

talk on the wwjtflT and it k an 

inseparable part of the matters 
which we win have to consider.” 

The Soviet Union under 
Mikhail Gorbachev and other 
Soviet Bloc countries have gra- 
dually restored some of foe ties 
they severed with Israel over tbe 
1967 Middle East war. East Ger- 
many has never bad ties with 
foraeL 

East German Communist Party 
leader Gregor Gysi told Haaretz: 
“The German past imposes on us 
a special obligation (towards 
Israel).” 

He added that he had been 
invited to a Hebrew University 
forum in'March but did not know 
whether he would attend. 



diplo mat as First Secretary Anwar A1 Fadel, 40, who is in charge of 
consular affairs at the Brussels embassy. She told Reuters the 
rfwnflwir was driving past by chance, spotted the ca^ parked on a 
busy street where AJ Fadel had stopped to do some shopping and 
noticed tire grenades attached under the driver’s seat. A police 
spokesman said the grenades were fitted so their pins would drop out 
with the motion of tiie car. One was on tbe verge of exploding when 
police defused tire devices, he said. 


Tunisian parties hold talks 


TUNIS (R) — The leaders of three Tunisian opposition parties have 
held formal talks that could be the first step towards a left-of-centre 
affian ce. The secretaries general of tbe Movement of Socialist 
Democrats (MDS), Tunisian Comm unis t Party and Popular Unify 
Movement (MUP) met Friday and called for a “broad democratic 
and popular movement capable of defending the interests of the 
country,” a joint statement issued Saturday said. The MDS is the 
largest of Tunisia's six recognised opposition groups. 
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— ' The centre has a team of 10 

flowers, volunteers and 40 permanent 
jOver and brassware, leather, staff, some of whom are seconded 
jierfi Bfle*. ana various foods and from different government mims- 
; confectioneries prepared by tries. 

? capttnw -ladies representing foreign Over 100 boys, girls and young 
i jte^^f.eaibiassiW-m Jordan. adults who are unable to attend 

Participating embassies were ordinary schools, including 40 re- 
l a of toe United K in gd o m, sident students and 15 partially 

Spain, die United self s up p o r tiv e youths are cared 

0 y^ZlWStstes, -Turkey, Japan, Sweden, for in the centre. 

fi^ ^.Momcco, Egypt, Greece, South In addition, the centre invites 
>g Bulgaria, Yugosia- out-patients to share in foil-time 

Atrui;^ via, thc Philippines, Brazil, Tuni- and parti-tune education. 

oa: fodonesa, and Pakistan in The centre ha< an elementary 
ted hn^' adfitibo to fi» United Nations scboolm addition to other fodh- 
inai vr Chilton’s Rmd (UNICEF). ties such as the treatment pool, 
s Accompanying Princess Sar- physical therapy, occupational 

vath at to opening ceremony therapy, and a mMica i diode, as 

1 were Princess J Ma jd a h Ra’d, the well as an ort h o pa edic workshop 
society’s president and a group ctf where wheelchair repairs are car- 
foreign and Jordanian ladies. ried out. * 

^ ha proceeds pf the bazaar will The society is a voluntary, non- 

^ too .^.benefit the A1 Hussein Society profit-making charity organisa- 
s n^idridr. was found ed in 1971 to tion which depends totally on 
fid resaai cite for 'orphaned children. In donated funds. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A general 
meeting was held Sunday by the 
Ministry of Awqaf ana Islamic 
Affair s to thsenss the question of 
organising the annual pilgrimage 
to Mecca and holy places in Saudi 
Arabia. - - 

The meeting, which was 
attended by the Ministry's Secret- 
ary General Ahmad Huayel and 
senior officials from the minis- 
tries of Interior and Transport as 
well as the Public Security De- 
partment, discussed foe number' 
of vehicles to be used for trans- 
porting the pilgrims,. transporta- 
tion fores and the question of 
tfa ring in g police units at border 
posts to ^ensure safe travel. 

Aim discussed, was the ques- 
tion of conducting mechanical 


J | NATIONAL NEWS IN BRKEF 

{ t, J- n HELD FOR YARMOUK CLASHES: Irtoid Governor Jawdat 
AI Sboul Sunday said that 13 suspects have been arrested for 
involvement in the regrettable mddeart which took place at Yannouk 
University last Wednesday. Sboul pointed out that a legal security 
■ ^ inves ti g atio n panel is currently preparing a report on foe refoons 
■j behtnd this incident to enable foe government to address the causes 

y and to avoid foe recurrence of such an incident “winch harms the 
h fabrics of our national unity.” (Petra) 

rcw £ Vocational accord with arab states: Munster of 

: ™ j* Ednqtfhm and Higher Education Mbhanunad Hamdan said Sunday 
s®*. tint Jordan’s cultural and educational agreements with other Arab 
countries, drawn up under the previous administration, will remain 
valid and 'measures vriU be taken to strengthen Jordan’s educational 
y and cultural ties with the Arab World. Hamdan was speaking at a 
listm meeting with cultural attaches at Arab embassies in Amman to whom 
if rift 1 Ab also explained Jordan’s new educational plan which is_ to be 
ooBUi*f implemented over the coining ten years in accordance with foe 
Hrces if resolutions of the first national education conference of 1987. The 
; banister also gave details about the changes in curricula and 
.programmes in Jordanian schools, designed to encourage creativity 
Dpk'slf among the students. (Petra) 

jhanBdl ' •'• •• 

k fl ACC MINISTERS OF LABOUR TO MEET: Ministers of Labour 
ed»£ and SodalSecurity in foe four Arab Cooperation Council (ACC)- 
et^, “ member states meet in Amman Wednesday to review the achiev©- 
dw® ® ^ ments made since foe last two meetings. The ministers will also 
ft rX working papere prepared by the technical committee, in 

£ k®' - preparation fits- signing to minutes of the meeting. (Petra) 

^ lDB SIGN AGREEMENT: The Central Bank of Jordan 
r-L. g. (CBfl Governor Mohammad Sa'id Al Nabulri and president of die 
Jeddah-based Islamic Development Bank Ahmad Mohammad AH 
Sumfoy signed an agreement, under which the IDB will finance 
d Jordan’s purchases of crude oil from an IDB member-state. The 
* j g purchases amount to $15 millioa. (Petra) 

h p# THE INTIFADA DISH: The Federation of Jordanian Women 
Suuday hosted a luncheon, called “the intifada dish” in support for 
ybf Palestinian uprising in the occupied territories. The lunch, 
[o f organised by .thc Young Muslim Women’s Association and the Rural 
"l J^wtopmeot Society, in cooperation with ofoer women organisa- 
to mark the second anniversary of the Palestinian uprising. 


WHAT’S GOING QN 

The' following Ustmge are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
&e ' daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tone and. place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 




" ..." <• 


Ait wMl i iH wi iftatfap anH etchings inspired by ArsdUc 
bfanuie art at Abdril Shoman Foundation. 

An art abUto lij artists from Jordan and other Arab 
countries at Al Wadtl GaOoy, Plaza Hotel. 

A photography «mhw«" on French poet, de Prevwrt at the 
French Cataral Centre. 

Ike yaetiis art extAitim at foe Spanish Coitaral Centre. 
Contmpocary Irirnit 1 ** Baa arts eaddbfitioa by Abass N aM a at 
tike Royal Cnltnral Centre. 

An efofoitlMi entitled “The Btoe Rider” at the Yannouk 
University. 


A ptay cnfoled rair fa t mn Cards at the Royal Cuttaral Cadre 
. ^ 7^0 jul 

A pfay entitled House Guest at Amman . Plaza Hotel — MO 

.paCi.-.-v 


i * A French film entitled "Lm EnEsnts da Parafos” at theEremdi 
. Cdteal Goto — 8.*W pan. 


;* Toaight’5 ledtnre by Dr. Robert 
ACOR at 7 pan~ fa. cancelled. 


ScMck on archaeology at 


for the PhyskadBy 


(Petra 


Taiwanese aide praises Jordan 
as region’s major stabilising force 


tests on vehicles transporting the 
pilgrims in Ma’an which lies 
along the route to Saudi Arabia. 

The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs organises the 
annual pilgrimage performed by 
Jordanian Muslims and those 
coming from occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

Arrangements include trans- 
portation to and from the holy 
places and accommodation. 

The ministry also makes special 
arrangements for foe accom- 
modation of Turkish and Syrian 
pilgrims upon crossing into Jorda- 
nian territory and has set up a 
pilgrims camp at South Shuneh in 
the Jordan Valley for the con- 
venience erf pilgrims from the 
occupied Arab lands. 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The administra- 
tive Vic^-mmister of the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs of 
Taiwan Gnen-Jen Chen, con- 
chided a three-day visit to Jor- 
dan Sunday, describing His 
Majesty King Hussein as a 
leader with great wisdom and 
courage, and Jordan and its 
people as very impressive. 

Chen said the visit, which is 
part of a tour of Arab countries 
including Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Bahrain, offered 
him a first-hand opportunity to 
see how Arab countries have 
developed. Most people are 
probably not aware of the de- 
velopment and sophistication 
that exists in the Arab World 
and particularly in Jordan,” he 
said. “One has to come and see 
for (Mies self. I am truly very 


The vice minister, who was 
recently appointed as head of 
the Middle Eastern section in 
Taipei’s Foreign Ministry, told 
the Jordan limes that ins mis- 
sion to the areas was two-fold. 
“I am here on an educational 
toorf I want to see the people, 
and places that I will be dealing 
with first hand,” he said. *T 
also want to strengthen rela- 
tions with our friends in this 
part of the world.” ‘Taipei and 
Amman have enjoyed excel- 
lent relations ever since His 
Majesty came to Taiwan in the 
late 1950s. The Crown Prince 
subsequently visited ns twice. 
We consider Jordan not only as 
just a good friend but also a 
major stabilising force in the 
region," the minister said. 

Chen pointed out that trade 
relations between Taiwan, and 
Jordan survived the severance 
in diplomatic relations be- 
tween the two countries when 


Jordan recognised the People’s 
Republic of China. Taiwan 
ranks number 13 in the world’s 
leafing trading nations, Chen 
pointed out. ’We have trade 
agreements with Jordan worth 
wont $79 million at this time, 
but that could be increased 
easily with help from both 
rides,” he added. 

Jordanian imports, mostly of 
consumer goods such as gar- 
ments, electronics and plastic 
products, make up about $46 
million of foe total, while foe 
Kingdom mainly exports phos- 
phates to Taiwan. 

Chen said that Taiwan was 
involved in two industrial ven- 
tures in Jordan, both in the 
garment industry. One of them 
recently expanded from being 
a $3 million venture to a $10 
million business. 

Chen also said he would Hke 
to see Jordanian businessmen 
make more of an effort to 
strengthen trade relations. “I 
would like to see some Jorda- 
nian businessmen at the Taipei 
import fair (Aug. 23-Sept. 5 
1990). They have to become 
more outgoing. They have to 
make the personal contacts. 
They have to be there,” he 
said. ' " 

He* said that Taipei concen- 
trated its trading efforts on the 
U.S. market for a long time 
until three years ago when it 
shifted its attention to include 
foe ' European Community 
(EC) countries and developing 
stronger trade links with de- 
veloping countries. 

“Among ofoer things, Jor- 
dan has something that very 
few people in our part of the 
■world know about; namely a 
vast number of very scenic 
spots winch must be explored 
and developed to the max- 
imum capacity,” Chen said. 

The minister pointed out 


that only a few hundred 
Taiwanese travel to Jordan as 
tourists every year out of the 
nearly two millio n who travel 
outside Taiwan each year. 
“With the proper promotion 
we could encourage much 
more of our prople to visit 
Jordan,” according to Chen. 

’Tourism will bring about 
friendlier relations, better 
understanding and an increase 
in trade,” he noted. 

The vice minis ter is on his 
first trip to Jordan and met and 
discussed possftxKties of in- 
creased economical coopera- 
tion with Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, the ministers of culture, 
planning, and youth as well as 
the acting foreign minister. 

Chen said that he greatly 
admired the courage and wis- 
dom with which Kmg Hussein 
carried out the recent political 
changes in the country and the 
process of democratisation of 
Jordan. “This rconfirms and 
strengthens Jordan’s role as a 
stable and progres si ve coun- 
try,” be said. 

Praising on-going efforts by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan to keep aHve 
diplomatic moves to make a 
peace process possible;' Chen 
said that Taiwan, which has no 
diplomatic ties with Israel, “is 
very supportive of the Arab 
peace initiatives and supports 
the attainment of the rights of 
the Palestinian people.” 

Chen said the latest political 
changes in his own country as a 
boost for its international im- 
age. Taiwan recently held the 
first elections the country since 
martial law was lifted two years 
ago. Cben called the elections 
free and democratic and said 
they paved a way towards grea- 
ter development for the 
country. 


Students pay 35% of University 
of Jordan’s annual budget 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Seventeen 
thousand three hundred and four- 
ty nine post-graduate and under- 
graduate students are currently 
enrolled at the University of Jor- 
dan, up from 15,500 in the past 
academic year, but to increase in 
number did very little to cover 
the ever increaring cost of educa- 
tion and training, according to 
University President Mahmoud 
Al Samra. 

The University of Jordan this 
year opened its doors for a grea- 
ter number of students in view of 
the faet that the majority of them 
cannot pay for their education 
abroad, Samra noted in a state- 
ment to Sawt Al Shaab Arabic 
daily. 

He said foe total number of 
students pay only 35 per cent of 
the umvmrity’s overall annual 
budget which stands at JD, 17 

milli on 

Samra pointed out that among 
foe present students, 954 are 


Jordanians living abroad, 521 at foe university. 
from occupied Palestine, 495 He said that in view of to 
non-Jordanian Arabs, 121 non- present economic situation in to 
Arab students and 131 students Kingdom, the country cannot 
on special courses. allocate even one per cent of 

Samra said that the cost of its fiscal budget for scientific re- 
providing post graduate courses is search due to lack of funds, and 
five times to total cost of train- therefore, scientific research is 
ing to undergraduates in various far from being satisfactory, 
specialisations. He said that the 

University of Jordan currently Samra said that despite these 
awards post graduate degrees in setbacks,^ the university research 
biology, chemistry, physics Ara- staff maintain a steady level of 
bic language and history. research work and regularly pnb- 

But to president complained -lish their findings in a specialised 
of to lade of funds for financing gazette which is distributed to 
post graduate scientific research various organisations and univer- 
and higher research programmes srties in Jordan and abroad. 

GIFT TO COMOROS ISLANDS: The Comoros Islands Ambas- 
sador to Egypt Abdullah Ibrahim Sunday arrived in Amman from 
Cairo. He is to take delivery of a consignment of medicines for his 
country as a gift from Jordan. (Petra) 

NMI TO HOLD BAZAAR: The National Medical Institution 
(NMD will Tuesday hold Its annual charity bazaar at to Farah Royal 
Rehabilitation Centre. On display for three days are samples of 
embroideries, knit-wear, ceramics and artificial flowers. 


Thinking of Christmas? 
Think of Bani Hamida Rugs! 
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The Bani Hamida House 


Rainbow St., Jaba) Amman. 

Tel: 658696 & 7 

Open daily 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. (except Fridays) 

* Gift Certificates Available 


TAFTIJEH (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Sunday 
inaugu r ated an integrated social 
development centre here and 
announced that programmes 
have been prepared to provide 
local women with skills and train- 
ing designed to boost their role in 
socio-economic development. 

The new centre is in line with - 
the Queen Alia Soda! Welfare 
Fund (QAF) and its strategy 
which aims to promote economic 
and social life in the urban and 
rural regions of Jordan, Princess 
Basma noted in a speech at the 
inauguration ceremony. 

The new centre will involve 
active participation of local 
women m various activities, espe- 
cially in child care, local and 
traditional handicrafts and rural 
development, the Princess added. 

Princess Basma, who is the 
chairperson of QAPs board of 
trustees, inspected the centre and 
was briefed on to various sec- 
tions which include a nursery, a 



operated by the newly inaugurated social development centre m 
Tafileb (Petra photo) 


kindergarten, a vocational train- 
ing centre for women, children’s 
dub and library and a unit for 
agricultural and rural develop- 
ment programmes. 

Princess Basma also inspected 
a bazaar held at to centre, dis- 


playing various handicrafts, 
embroideries knitwear and artifi- 
cial flowers. 

Towards foe end of the cere- 
mony she received the Tafileb 
Governo rate's shield from Gov- 
ernor Khalaf Maharmeh. 


Writers thank prime minister 
for reactivating association 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Munster Mudar Badran Sunday 
received a cable of thanks from 
the administrtive committee of 
the Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion (JWA) for his decision to 
rescind the military governor’s 
order, dissolving to association. 

In its cable to committee, 
voiced satisfaction with and 
appreciation to Badran’s deci- 
sion, which foe committee de- 


scribed as commensurate with the 
current drive towards democracy 
and general freedom. 

JWA is to open its temporary 
headquarters in Shmeisani Mon- 
day in to presence of the associa- 
tion’s board and general assembly 
members. 

Last Friday foe government 
announced a reversal of a 1987 
derision that banned to associa- 
tion. 


The dissolution of JWA in 1987 
involved unpublished charges 
that the association, which had a 
membership of about 300, served 
as a forum for political activities. 

. The government of Zaid Al 
Rifai established a Jordanian 
Writers Federation to replace foe 
association which was dissolved 
by to government of Mudar 
Badran last Friday. 


Fuheid praises police athletes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The police 
athletics team who took part in an 
international marathon cham- 
pionship held in Spain in to past 
week was received Sunday by 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director General Fade! 
Ali Fuheid who praised the 
team’s efforts and voiced Jor- 
dan’s pride in their achievements. 

The team, comprising three 
athletes, did well in the .cham- 
pionships, and Ahmad Hamshari 
won the cup in the face of heavy 
competition from participants 
representing 25 nations including 
six Arab countries. 

Fuheid conveyed "to the team 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
greetings and pledged to PSD’s 
confirmed support for the sports 
and athletic endeavours carried 
out by police teams in Jordan. 

The meeting was attended by 
senior PSD officers. 

The meeting came on to eve 
of to PSD’s celebrations of to 
Arab Police Day which mil be 
organised in Jordan Monday 


under the patronage of the PSD 
director, and attended by former 
PSD directors and senior officers. 

Fuheid and at least one of the 
retired officers will deliver 
speeches on the occasion and the 
PSD director will present awards 
and medals to a number of veter- 
an officers in recognition of their 
services. 


At the same time, foe PSD has 
organised a general exhibition 
displaying various equipment 
used in police work. 

Fuheid Sunday received the 
Yugoslav and Tunisian ambassa- 
dors in two separate meetings 
during which they discussed 
scopes of bilateral cooperation in 
the field of security. 


ROYAL DECREE: A Royal Decree was issued Sunday conferring 
Jordan’s Independence Medal of to First Order on Abdul Fattah 
Tabbalat, director of the Financial Department at the Royal 
Hashemite Court. The medal was in recognition of Tabbalafis long 
standing services at to Royal Court. Another Royal Decree was 
issued Sunday endorsing the memorandum of understanding be- 
tween Jordan and Indonesia. The memorandum provides for 
exchange of legislations and laws on management of Waqf property 
and exchange of information and publications on Islamic heritage, 
culture and Haj affairs. A third Royal Decree was issued, endorsing 
the regulation on “saving for housing.” The regulation gives the 
citizens foe chance to save money for foeir future houses. Tbe 
Housing Corporation wQl put up housing units in to various parts of 
the country to enable savers to benefit from them. The regulation 
also defines the basis for subscription to the new saving for housing 
scheme. (Petra) 
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©©ordination 


THE Parliament was of course right In aBjng for a 
thorough investigation of last week student clashes at 
Yarmouk University. And Prime minister Mudar Badran 
was also right in cooperating with the legislature to nip in 
the bud any sign of sectionalism in the country. This 
splendid coordination and cooperation between the two 
brandies of the state is the fines t hoar yet in the history of 
pa rliamentar y life in the Kingdom. 

The symbolism of sectionalism in the country in feet 
occurred many times in the past indnding at various 
Jordanian campuses. Hitherto the policy has been to hash 
np the incidents and sweep them under the carpet. By such 
an approach the “proMem” kept festering only to surface 
again and again with far reaching im p l i c a t i o n s. The 
magnificent intervention by the Parliament tins time shows 
that the days are gone when soda serious threats to national 
unity and harmony could be swept under the carpet and the 
culprits, the real culprits, nknaan outside the rule of the iaw. 
As Prime Minister Badran has boldly and courageously, 
told the Parliament and the country Saturday, the strength 
of the country stems first and foremost from its internal 
cohesion and solidarity and any side that tampers with such 
unity and harmony will be dealt with in the severest way 
possible. 

The first order of business therefore is to investigate the 
matter openly and then allow the country to debate the issue 
oiks and for aO aad last to bring to justice all those who take 
the law into their hands. It must be borne in mind that any 
person or group of persons who threaten the national unity 
of the country are simply playing with fire and executing the 
dreams and designs of the enemies of the Kingdom on top of 
which is of course Israel. Nothing pleases Israel more than 
tosee Jordan, the oasis of peace, tranquility and moderation 
in the Middle East, torn apart by factionalism or sectional- 
ism; and all those hands that promote such a division are 
amply playing into the hands of Israel and its agents. 
Accordingly, all those who precipitated in the Yarmouk 
student clashes must be identified, tried and severely 
punished. Otherwise the problem will keep on festering in 
the minds and hearts of some citizens and the country will 
end np paying the price of their ignominious deeds and 
short-sightedness. 

Above all, the sober and responsible manner with which 
the Parliament has deliberated the issue of Yarmouk 
University vindicates the urgent call for fortifying par- 
liamentary life in the country. The best proof of this is the 
fact that in the past such incidents were never given public 
airing. This time around, thank God, the problem is 
thoroughly debated, investigated and dealt with. 


B»KES£ EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i Sunday echoes King Hussein’s expression of deep pride in 
Royal Jordanian as a leading national institution which has helped 
the country's tourism and carried the Kingdom's name all over the 
planet. The paper paid tribute to King Hussein for sharing with 
Royal Jordanian staff their celebration of the national airline’s 
26tb anniversary and fus praise of the staffs endeavours and 
creative work in service of the nation. The King’s continued 
encouragement of national institutions to increase their efforts 
and do more for Jordan, will no doubt help boost the staffs 
morale and increase their encouragement and enthusiastic work, 
the paper noted. It said that the King's honouring of the members 
of the RJ staff displays the leader's concern and deep interest in 
the national institutions and their creative work and is considered 
a very important gesture that would prompt further successes. 
The paper congratulated the RJ staff on the anniversary, and 
expressed hope that the event would give incentive for further 
development and progress. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i daily praises the stand of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) for expressing its total denuncia- 
tion of an attack by unidentified elements on Syrian military 
positions in southern Lebanon. Mahmoud Rfanawi says that the 
PLO’s readiness to take part in investigation into the event 
reflects the organisation’s awareness of the seriousness of the 
atuation in Lebanon and its wflliiigDess to help defuse tension. 
Southern Lebanon, which has been exposed to various forms of 
conflicts should not be left to the w him s of irre s po ns ible elements 
that open the way for Israel's tampering of security and invites 
further Israeli aggression, the writer notes. He says that the 
Palestinians and the Syrians ought now to undertake very 
constructive and positive steps in dealing with the situation and so 
prevent any hostile elements from exploiting the regrettable 
incident. The relaxed political atmosphere which now prevails in. 
the world should encompass the Arab region, and pave the way 
for a reconciliation between Syria and other Arab states and the 
PLO, since unity of ranks is the best and strongest weapon with 
| which the Arabs can confront their common enemies, the writer 
concludes. 


Al Itefcnar daily commented on the student dashes at Yarmouk 
University is the light of the Parliament debate over the issue on 
Saturday. The paper praised the stand of Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran and Parliament members who called for strict penalties to 
be imposed on the perpetrators and those behind the disturb- 
ances. It said that such attitude on the part of the legislative and 
executive authorities in Jordan is bound to put an end to any 


harm to this- country and its national unity. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Will pluralism come to Moscow? 


IN the light of the loss Of the monopoly status that tbe Communist 
parties bad enjoyed in Eastern Europe till the wind of change 
swept through it in the course of the Last few months, one wonders 
why or for bow long would Moscow reject plu ralism within its 
political structure. That die Soviet Union has tolerated if not 
encouraged the introduction of multi-party political systems in so 
many of its allied countries within the Warsaw Pact is dear 
enough. Tbe Kremlin could- have pot an end to the trend of 
abolishing die monopoly status of the Communist parties within 
its own backyard right from the start and that could have nipped 
the new phenomenon in the bud. Instead the Soviet authorities 
chose to turn a blind eye to the political events in Eastern Europe 
as they unfolded before their very eyes. Why then is Moscow 
denying itself what it is accepting for its closest a l li e s ? 

Part of the answer could lie in the proposition that Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev views die emergence of multi-party systems in 
so many of the East European countries as an experiment that 
needs to be guarged, peisued and analysed before be would 


meats in Eastern Europe have gone their coarse, consolidated 
their gams and fortified their existence , Moscow will follow suit as 
natural and logical as night follows day. 


consider duplicating it within his own country. There is no doubt 
that bv at least tolerating the wide-spread political reforms in the 



that by at least tolerating. the wide-spread political reforms in the 
East European c oun tries, the Soviet leadership is signalling its 
sympathy and approval of these reformations. Once the experi- 


Over and above the intrinsic benefits of pluralism in Eastern 
Europe, it mist have dawned on the Soviet Union that the 
wflhngness of the West to completely open op to the East 
Europeans and extend to them the kind of cooperation and 
assistan ce they asic for are hinged on the w illing ness of Moscow to 
extend its perestroika all the way to reach the outer fringes or at 
least market economy and multi-party system. President George 
Bush and his aids have said so in so many words when they 
repeatedly called on the Soviet President to adopt contemporary 
economic policies that are in tune with international norms on 
trade and commerce. It goes without saying that the ultimate 
salvation of the archaic Soviet economy lies in the adoption of a 
market-oriented economy and the cessation of die centralised 
economic practices that have proved their futility over and over 
again. With the Soviet economy dearly in shambles and Soviet 
citizens complaints and anger at the state of their country’s 
economy increasing, there is no way that Moscow can tom 
except to proven successful econotfric practices that can be found 


only in market-oriented economy. Once Moscow turns to market , 
economy and accepts more dosages of free enterprise .the second 
logical follow-up development would be the ending ,of the. 
monopoly that tbe Communist Party there still enjo ys. One can 
see these developments coming as the grumbling within the Soviet 
Congress of deputies about the situation in tbe country inc r ease. . 

Coming to think of it, it must be exasperating for Moscow to be 
seen left way behind the other Eastern European countries 
context of reformation instead of being a model for them when; 
perestroika and glasnost were first introduced to the Soviet Union 
four years ago. By failing to be a show place for the rest of its. 
allies, Moscow has suffered dearly. And obviously the most 
effective way to rectify the damage, that has already been done. to 
its prestige and image, is to accelerate its own reformation in 
order to regain its position and status as a country mi top of thin gs 
instead of being at the bottom of events. That is an added reason 
why Moscow will have to shift gear very soon and accelerate the 
motion of reform that it has started on its own more than four 
years ago, and become once again the locomotive tha t is p ulling 
tbe rest of the East European countries instead of remaining 
merely one of the wagons that are being pulled by countries such; 
as Hungary, Poland and East Germany. 


Two Germanys take big strides towards close ties 


By Nesha Starcevic 

The Associated Press 


WEST BERLIN — While 
Europe faces the prospect of Ger- 
man reunification in the future, 
the two states are expanding ties 
so quickly that some observers 
believe the process already is 
taking place. 

The United States and tbe 
Soviet Union insist they must 


have a say in any moves to merge 
the two Germanys, bat the daffy 


rush of events may outrun their 
ability to control tbe process. 

Not a day has passed in recent 
weeks without prom in ent Ger- 
mans visiting each other across 
the formerly dosed frontier or 
another series of agreements 
being signed. 

The East Berlin govern m ent 
insists it will stop short of a 
formal union and says it wants to 
preserve the Socialist system. The 
West Geiman government’s posi- 
tion is that the East German 
people must be allowed to decide 
on reunificatioD after free -elec- 
tions axe held. 

Intra-German cooperation 
ranges from large industrial pro- 
jects to plans for single subway 
tickets for West Berlin and East 
Berlin, and completion of auto- 
bahn links severed in the postwar 
occupation of Germany. 

For many countries, though, 
fee wounds of Nazi leader Adolf 
Hitler's war are even now still too 
fresh to make the prospect of a 
united Germany a pleasing one. 

The country would have 80 
million people in the heart of 
Europe and economic power that 
would dwarf its neighbours. 
Some have voiced fears about an 
emerging “fourth reich.” 

“Our neighbours are worried 
and their fears are justified,” says 
noted West German political sci- 
entist Joachim Pereis .‘“They are 


worried that things are moving 
too fast” 

Josef Janning, an expert on 
East-West relations at toe Uni- 
versity of Mainz, agrees that' 
West Germany must consult with 
other countries. on its policy to- 
wards East Germany to allay 
these concerns. 

Now that the Germare are dis-' 
covering their own national poli- 
cy, there are justifications for 
fears. Bonn should not make any 
unilateral moves without con- 
sultations,” Tanning said. 

“But some sort, of German 
unity cannot be prevented, not 
even toe Germans can prevent 
it,” he said in an interview. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl angered some other 
countries within the NATO 
alliance by proposing a 10 -point 
plan for even t u al German reuni- 
fication without consulting 
Bonn’s allies. 

European leaders have passed 
resolutions that hardly hide their 
fears of a mighty German state 
dominating tbe continent U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has urged a go-slow approach to 
German reunification. 

The Soviets, who have nearly 
400,000 troops in East Germany, 
have issued stern warnings 
against Western interference in 
East German developments and 
have stated they oppose German 
reunification. 

The leaders of the 12 nations in 
toe European Economic Com- 
munity have agreed that reuni- 
fication must come through self- 
determination of the people in 
the two Germanys and in con- 
sultation with other European 
countries. 

Tbe European Parliament has 
urged West Germany to state 
“quickly and unambiguously” 
that, in the event of reunification, 
it would not try to incorporate 


former eastern territories that 
were lost in the war and now 
belong to Poland and the Soviet 
Union. 

In East Germany, meanwhile, 
demonstrations have become 
more nationalistic. 

“Germany united fatherland,” 
thousands of people have shouted 
at mass rallies held on the past 
four Mondays in Leipzig, tbe 
ho toed of the opposition move- 
ment that unleashed the recent 
democratic changes in what once 
used to be a rigid Communist 
country. Calls for quick reunifica- 
tion have been made at other 
rallies in tbe country. 

At the last Leipzig rally, angry 
exchanges broke out between 
supporters and opponents of 
reunification. The opposition 
movement has said it fears a split 
in its ranks over the issue. 

Free elections in East Germany 
have been set for May 6, 1990, 
and at least two opposition 
groups have spoken in favours of 
reunification. 

While East Germany’s Com- 
munist-dominated government 
officially opposes reunification, it 
has worked actively to expand 
ties with Bono at all levels. 

When holes began opening in 
the Berlin Wall, East Berlin and 
West Berlin police quickly estab- 
lished contact to deal with traffic 
problems and other m un d a ne 
matters. 

What began with such small 
steps has turned into giant strides 
one month later. Both sides seem 
to have dusted off contingency 
plans that have sat in bottom desk 
drawers for decades. 

“What belongs together will 
grow together," . former West 
German Chancellor Willy Brandt 
said, after the opening of the 
Berlin Wall, in a now often- 
quoted expression. 

Kohl plans to travel to East 
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Germany on Tuesday, a trip that 
will undoubtedly add impetus to 
trade ties between toe two states. 

Volkswagen, West Germany's 
biggest auto maker, has signed an 
agreement to cooperate in de- 
veloping a new generation of East 
Geiman Trabant cars. Dresdner 
Bank, the second-largest bank in 
West Germany, is considering 
opening branches in East Ger- - 
many. 

West German Economics 
Minister Helmut Hanssmann re- 
turned Friday from talks in East 
Berlin that resulted in an agree- 
ment to set up a joint economic 
commission to expand coopera- 
tion. 

Bonn has promised 1 InDion 
marks ($580 million) for a project 
to dean up East Germany’s badly 


polluted environment. , 

Lufthansa and Interring, the 
two flag carriers, are adding new 
fli gh ts between the two countries 
nearly every week. 

In a once unthinkable move, 
Lufthansa joined with Inteiflug in 
plating a fuff-page advertisement 
last week in Neues Deutschland, 
the Communist party newspaper. 


Pereis, tbe political scientist, 
urged the United States and other 
Western governments to support. 
theprocess of democratic reforms 
in East Germany, no matter what 


A fast Tail link between Berlin, 
located 160 kilometres inside 
East Germany, and Hannover in 
West Germany is under consid- 
eration. A daffy bus connection 
between Rostod; in East Ger- 
many and Kiel in West Germany 
started this week. 

Starting Jan.l, West Germans 
will no longer need visas to visit 
East Germany. 


the future of reunification may 
be. 

“What Baker did was the right 
thing,” Pereis said, referring to 
the secretary of state’s visit to 
East Berlin last Tuesday. 

Baker promised U.S. support 
for tbe government of Commun- 
ist Premier Hans Modrow if the 
country goes ahead with free 
elections and other reforms. 

“This gave Modrow new legi- 
timacy,” Pereis said. “The West 
must support the reforms, so that 
toe democratic transformation 
moves peacefully and in a stable 
way.” 


In a decade of change, Gorbachev was the catalyst 


By Robert Evans 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — ‘To change socie- 
ty,” Mikhail Gorbachev told a 
critical audience of Soviet stu- 
dents as 1989 drew to a dose, “we 
have to change ourselves.” 

In a decade that began with tbe 
Soviet intervention in Afghanis- 
tan and a revived cold war that 
ended with toe opening of toe 
Berlin Wall, Gorbachev was tbe 
major catalyst. 

In less than five years as Mos- 
cow number one, his impact on 
the international stage had 
crowds from Washington to Pek- 
ing hailing him with genuine con- 
viction as “Gorby the peace- 
maker.” 

While asserting total commit- 
ment to tbe Communist ideal, he 
jotted his own vast country out of 
toe Stalinist thrall and set it on 
the road to something like social 
democracy. 

His renunciation of any Krem- 
lin tight to dictate its will outside 
Soviet borders helped bring, in 
the last months of toe 1980s, 
disintegration of toe “old reg- 
ime” in Eastern Europe. 

He travelled to China in May 
1989 to put a formal end to toe 
“great schism” that had once 
brought the two Communist su- 
perpowers to the brink of all-out 
conflict. 

Hh rejection of tbe “class war” 
view of inter-state relations 
cleared tbe way for a stable con- 
cordat with toe United Stales 
ending 45 years of bitter great- 
rivalry. 

Meeting in Malta is December, 
Gorbachev and U.S. President 
George Bush agreed the cold war 
could be consigned to history and 
predicted a sew era of East-West 
cooperation. 

On his way to the summit, the 
leader of toe party that long 
proclaimed religion toe opium of 
tbe people also made his peace 
with tbe Pope, and tbe Catholic 
church, in Rome. 


Yet at home his uncertain 
popularity looked increasingly 
shaky as his “perestroika" or 


restructuring of society seemed 
incapable of satisfying basic con- 


mcapaoie ot satisfying basic con- 
sumer demands. 

And the former farm boy from 
southern Russia remained for 
many of his fellow-countrymen 
what a commentator in toe Mos- 
cow press he himself unmuzzled 
called “the Gorbachev enigma." 

Where did his reforming urge 
come from? Was it just a re- 
sponse to recognition that the 
Soviet Union had stagnated while 
toe outride world surged into a 
new technological age? 

Was he still, as he himself once 
put it, a “prdouct of our common 
past" aiming above all to keep 
the Communist Party in power 
within a framework of apparent 
democracy? 

When Gorbachev rocketed 
into the Communist Party’s ruling 
politburo from provincial obscur- 
ity under Leonid Brezhnev at the 
end of the 1970s there was no sign 
of what was to come. 

“He had three decades inside 
toe party apparatus, and that 
meant 18 hours a day with people 
of a narrow, bruited virion," says 
writer and political analyst 
Anatoly Strelyany. 

“The rest of us had time to 
read books and learn about the 
real world. He is conscientious, 
he was always a hard worker, so 
he can hardly have had time to 
look up at die stars." 

Yet in late 1984, just a few 
months before he was chosen 
Kremlin chief at tbe age of 54, 
British Prime Minisier Margaret 
Thatcher spotted him in a now 
famous phrase as “a Soviet leader 
I can do business with.” 

Visiting Britain at tbe head of 
an official delegation, he showed 
genuine interest in what he saw 
while his speech was free of toe 
usual wooden incantations of 
Communist ideologues. 

Yevgeny Novikov, a rare Gor- 
bachev-age defector id the West 


and former senior official of tbe 
party’s powerhouse central com- 
mittee, says Gorbachev’s wife 
Raisa provides part of tbe 
answer. 

Novikov, in an interview with 
the U.S.-financed Radio Liberty, 
said Mrs. Gorbachev as a Mos- 
cow university lecturer in the 
early 1980s mixed with a school of 
“new thinkers” there. 

Many of these' intellectuals, 
most still convinced Marxists de- 
spite their disgust with Brezh- 
nev’s “real Socialism,” were later 
drawn into the new leader’s en- 
tourage, Novikov said. 

Dev Murarka, an Indian jour- 
nalist writing on tbe Soviet scene 
from Moscow for 25 years and 
author of one of the first Gor- 
bachev bigoraphies to appear in 
toe West, agrees. 

“I am absolutely sure that 
Raisa has been a tremendous 
influence on him, and for the 
good,” Murarka says. 

Gorbachev himself admits he 
had little concept of toe depths to 
which tbe Soviet Union had sunk 
economically and in social ser- 
vices where it long boasted it led 
tbe wo rid. 

“The outward appearance of 
well-being was achieved at the 
cost of consuming the country’s 
natural wealth to toe detriment of 
fixture generations,” be declared 
in November. 

And in one of toe frank admis- 
sions of Soviet failure that in- 
creasingly marked tbe style of Ins 
rule, he told his student audience 
toe West offered living standards 
beyond tbe dreams of ordinary 
Soviet people. 

“We stayed in past age. while 
the developed countries of the 
West moved into the new era of 
high technology," be said. 

Yet tire realisation dearly came 
to him only slowly. “At first it 
seemed to us al! we needed to do 
was improve something here and 
make something else more per- 
fect there. 

“Today we have come to the 


firm conclusion that we must re- 
form everything fundamentally 
and ensure deep-going changes in 
tbe very baas of our society,” he 
said. 

The radicals, to whom he gave 
political voice through h is des- 
truction of the old tame parlia- 
ment and creation of a new one 
with teeth, at first revered him. 

But as tire tbe stunned con- 
servatives and party apparatchik! 
regrouped to present a serious 
force, his centrist position 
alarmed his supporters on tbe 
Soviet left. 

“He tacks back and forth and 
doesn’t seem to want to take any 
real decisions — that’s why we’ve 
got nowhere with the economy,” 
says poet and novelist Valdimir 
Kornilov. 

“We no longer see the decisive- 
ness and sense of purpose that he 
had in the beginning. The people 
around him seem to be stopping 
him develop,” says Yury. 
Sorochik, a young radical deputy 
to toe new parliament and veter- 
an of toe Afghan war. 

But toe hardliners still strong 
in tbe party saw another danger 
in the dilution of old-style Com- 
munist dogma and in the reduc- 
tion of then- own power under his 
reforms. 

.On his ret u r n from Malta in 
December, they launched a bitter 
attack on “perestroika” at home 
and abroad at a key Kremlin 
meeting, calling for a return to 
“the true path.” 

Gorbachev, the supreme poli- 
tical tactician, countered with an 
offer to step down ..The conserva- 
tives, with no real policies or 
leader of their own to offer, 
retreated. 

Did Gorbachev foresee that 
what he began in toe Soviet Un- 
ion would blast through Eastern 
Europe with such force that even 
cautious foreign observers could 
conclude with total conviction 
that they were seeing the end of 
Communism? 

“No,” says Sorochik. T don’t 


think he even foresaw frilly what 
he was unleashing at home.” 
“Yes,” says Murarka. “I be- 
lieve that from the beginning he 
knew that he had to get rid of the 
East European burden, both poli- 
tically and economically." 

Whatever Gorbachev’s inten- 
tions, his dear encouragement of 
change in toe erstwhile satellite 
states pushed the old continent 
dose to realising his own ideal of 
“a common European home.” 
Having sought to destroy toe 
“enemy image” of toe West 
driven deep into the thinking of 
generations of Soviet people by 
implacable Kremlin ideologues, 
be saw toe West’s image of a 
“Soviet threat" melting fast. 

Through personal charm be 
wooed even then U.S. President 


Ronald Reagan from the view 
that Moscow’s was the “evil 
empire,” and saw the old crusad- 
er against Co mmunis t proclaim 
his conversion in the heart of the 
Kremlin itself at their 1988 
summit. 


Showing febrfbility and a readi- 
ness to compromise — itself a 
dirty world in the late Soviet 
dictator Josef Stalin’s political 
lexicon — he helped bring' the 
superpowers dose to recasting at 
least half of their sharpest swords 
into ploughshares. 

"whatever his mistakes, and 
although so much remains to be 
done, we have to recognise that . 
he has totally changed tfifa coun- 
try and the world,” says 
Sorochik. 
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Humanisation of skin diseases 


Dr. Oumdsh Yousscf Oiundsh is the President of The Jordanian 
Dermatological & VeoereologicaJ Society. 




b Xlw riaarity grosp, the Moso men are allowed to meet their wives only alter falls . Darios the day, they stay 
with Ibefar mothers . ' 

An unwritten marriage code 


By Dr. Oumeish Y. Oumeish 

THERE ARE at least three bi- 
Son people in 127 developing 
countries who are. deprived of 
basic care for their dm 
Skin diseases cause major func- 
tional disability and disfigure- 
ment. If they are left untreated, 
die victim is prevented from 
reaching his or her potential and 
instead becomes a severe emo- 
tional and economic burden on 
both the famil y and the com- 
munity. 

In many rural co mmu nities 
around the world, more than 80 
■per cent of the children are 
afflicted with infections, fflm 
diseases are a major public health 
problem in all developing coun- 
tries and among the five com- 
monest causes of morbidity and 
loss of manpower in rural areas. 
Also it is sad to know that the 
majority of the world population 
has no access to essential der- 
matologic drugs, and only about 
35 African countries have der- 
matologists. 

There is, however, an optimis- 
tic* message and that is: With 
proper diagnosis and appropriate 
management, the consequences 


of skin diseases can be effectively 
addressed. In fact, in the rural 
populations of developing coun- 
tries, as much as 60 to 80 per cent 
of skin diseases are preventable, 
curable, or controllable. 

Promotion of medical services, 
training of doctors and para- 
medical staff, and education of 
people about these diseases will 
definitely improve the dermatolo- 
gic health m developing coun- 
tries. Also, by emphasising the 
delivery of primary dermatologic- 
al care to these regions of the 
world of greatest need, will assist 
in prevention, cure and rehabi- 
litation. 

The creation of regional der- 
matological research and tr aining 
centres like a pan-Arab Centre, is 
•a priority to respond to die needs 
of developing countries in this 
field of health care. Through 
these centres, a broad spectrum 
of education, prevention, and 
care can be conducted in an 
efficient cost-effective, and 
humanitarian manner. Both the 
public and health care personnel 
at an levels of need wifi be 
trained, patient services will be 
promoted, and research will be 
carried out to establish models 


for future centres world- wide. 

It is important to develop a 
cadre of experienced dermato- 
venereologists willing to serve on 
a short or long term basis on 
visiting teachers, lecturers, advi- 
sors, or practitioners. 
Collaborative programmes be- 
tween institutions from 
developed and developing coun- 
tries of the world should also be 
encouraged. In addition we 
should assist in the development 
of mode! lists of essential der- 
matologic therapeutic agents for 
all health care levels. It is also 
important to strengthen research 
that is oriented to the dermatolo- 
gic priority needs in developing 
countries. 

Dermatological diseases are al- 
ways faced with ignorance and 
prejudice in developing coun- 
tries, and almost related to “dirt” 
and “shame”, and so they are out 
of other diseases, are least 
known, most misunderstood ami 
underestimated, and they con- 
tinue to cause a diagnostic and 
therapeutic problem in the Third 
World. 

The science of skin diseases has 
changed considerably over the 
last several decades. With the 
sudden and extensive develop- 
ment of medicine that began 


around World War n, dermatolo- 
gy was oik of the medical spe- 
cialities that took the greatest 
advantage of the huge increase in 
knowledge in all fields, as a con- 
sequence several subspecialities 
have emerged. New techniques 
have been introduced ro study 
congenital skin diseases in vivo 
i.e; to take foetal skin sample 
from the foetus inside the uterus 
in the early stage of pregnancy 
and make the diagnosis. 

Humanisation and education 
about the skin diseases are essen- 
tia] to understand these diseases 
and help millions of patients all 
around the world. 

In Jordan there are almost 120 
specialists in the field of der- 
matology and venereology i.e: 
sexually transmitted diseases, 
with an overall percentage of one 
specialist to every 25,000 Popula- 
tion, and the ideal ratio is one to 
10 , 000 . 

The Jordanian Dermatological 
and Venereological Society was 
established in affiliation with the 
Jordan Medical Association with 
the aim of organising the special- 
ity of dermatology and venereol- ■ 
ogy, to promote and update this 
science, to keep its standard and 
ethics, and to educate .both gener- 
al practitioners and patients. 
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A VOLCANIC lightning coupled 
with peals of thunder dins two 


dreams. Bewikiered and desper- 
ate, they -dash amidst the waiting 
wind , towards the shimmering 
sun. . 

The seffmg son and evil wind, 
both symbolic of bad hick in the 
unwritten marriage code of the 
. — Chinese Wa ethnical group popu- 

p \ feted in the west of south C hina’ s 
i Yunnan province, signify that 
A 5 their love, no matter how deep- 
'll rooted it js, wifl not lead to 
?\ marriage. 

7 7 In his effort to defy the evil that 
' just terminated his love, the spot- 
It young man whirls, tumbles and 
splits radii he tries out, while in 
the background toe light dims as 
the gjri swings her waist-long hair 
as ifemsing the cfivmer. 

! The 1 audience found tears well 

up from theri eyes tong before the 
deal se -cratain falls.. . 

■ate to l The i.O-'act • musical presented 
qis as; by toe Yunnan Song and Dancer 
Ensemble to mark the Second 
amaze Chinese Arts Festival that ran 
liwasis froarSeptember.25 to October 5 
in Beijing dramatises' both 
! wss&ti tegends-and-fects-based kaleidos- 
, refer cope marriage folklores of 10 
tate's ns- minority nationalities of the pro- 
Ksdat. rince. ■. 

U5. s? Yunnan province, where 2S 
of Cbc minority groups live, is known as 
lodnai; a firing museum of folklores, 
id among which varied marriage 
itjBT'fanns stand out 
off seri J Oat of the legends goes that 
1 i ftoogh the Wa people enjoy free- 
lonns.gK-to-of-tove and marriage today - 
ansfeg -as in toe old days, young people 
J( j jj, if m lovejbave to hove then- fete 
/dcfehnmedtoroughadivEoeraiid 
mterpretation before they 

7. Tte .rising son, the singing 
* - fcto or- the rippling streams, for 

®nnple;ni the dieans conceived 
during cohabitation' of lovers 
(fep without physical -contact will 
bmig toe two "separate hearts 
7 - 

It «s2 v* ^0-mirrate-lorig musical, 
penqnwd .by over 40 dancers 
^■. and 'singers of 16 minority 
® nationaKtifis -of toe ensemble, . 
«ps3b out toe evolution of 
. human marriage through the ex- 
^ -various forms of 
■ ^ flWrimony.. 

jj’s I <£. I t start s with an age-old legend. 

1( j tft !: ago, a big flood de- 

1 earth, claiming the 
" ®«of all firing creatures except 


in blind love and felt hungry for women who have lost their mat- 


sexual existence. 

Love may be a sweet experi- 
ence, but to -trace bade to the 


riarchal power would gather to 
beat up anyone who marries one 
of their relatives or fellow villa- 




r escaped the -disaster in a gourd 
later gave birth to their 


■^i ^spriiigs, this sowing the seeds 
sol of their 

-.Oil the stage, the silhouetted 
6® and hex brother set in toe 
cra-oot gourd dandng with the 
-first struggled for life and 
» then as .the fide receded they fell 


visualise it on stage is a bitter 
one, according to Xu Yan, the 
playwright. 

In a fact-finding tour fe 
1987, Xu and his choreographers 
trekked through 30 ethnic-group- 
populated towns covering 3,000 
kilometers to rub shoulders with 
what he called religious-minded 
natives. 

In Luchnn township, the 
choreographers were shocked to 
find that most married locals and 
young people in love have scarred 
hand backs. A detailed talk with 
them revealed that the local cus- 
toms and religion demand that 
lovers bite each other’s hand till 
blood gashes out as a vow of 
fidelity, so that they can mix the 
blood. 

“The more you love your 
sweet-heart, the deeper your 
teeth get,” said Xu,. who is also 
toe chief of the ensemble. 

Every bit of details of the local 
marriage customs toe choreog- 
raphers got would find its proof m 
the historical records, according 
to Zhon Peiwu, the chief 
choreographer. 

“We would check with histo- 
rians and folklore experts to 
straighten out what we heard,” 
he said. 

They heard that in some vil- 
lages of the Moso branch of the 
Nazi minority near the Lugu 
Lake in the southwest of the 
province, married people still 
stay with their mothers during the 
day. Only after night fells do they 
go to live with their spouses. 

They did not believe the story 
until they had eye-witnesses or 
proofs from folklore experts. 

While some parts of tire niusic-- 
ai present the sad side of the local 
marriages, the hilarious atmos- 
phere predominate most of the 
scenes, according to Zhon. 

In some lisa minority villages, 
for example, a bride is to be 
“thrown” to her groom by her 
relatives. While carrying the 
bride, the groom has to walk 
among the bottles scattered on 
toe ground without knocking 
them down. Otherwise, he is to 
be punished. 

The groom with the bride in his 
arms, cautiously packing his way 
with dancing steps on the bottle- 
dotted stage and surrounded by a 
group o€ naughty gnis is really 
giving the audience a good laugh. 




mg critic with the China Dance 
Research Institute. 

More exciting than watching 
the groom dancing with bride in 
the am is toe scene of bearing ug 
the grooms as practiced by Hani 
minority. 

As women-doaunafed society 
is b eing replaced by patriarchal 
society in Hani ethnical groom. 


vances. 

Though die beating-up has lost 
its original revengeful attention, 
the practice remains. 

“It represents more an amuse- 
ment than a p unishment /* Xu 
said. In their effort to best de- 
monstrate the different marriage 
customs of the selected 10 ethnic- 
al groups which are more socially 
accepted, the choreographers 
have fused singing, religions 
music, group dances, pas de peux 
and solos into a brilliant spectade 
with both traditional and modem 
colors,, according to Feng 
Shnangbei, a professor with the 
dance institute. 

Thegroup dances are typical of 
local flavors, he said, citing that 
the girls and boys in colorful 
native enstomes dance to the folk 
music in a festival' atmosphere. 

The pas de deux, on the other 
hand, he said, gives. a dear evi- 
dence that the choreographers 
used ballet techniques when the 
dancers jump as tight as feathers 
and twist in intimate moves, 
which conjure up in file audience 
subtle images of loving prattles 
and romances. 

Xu led bis ensemble to the 
villages where ethnical groups 
live to pool sources of folk 
da nces. They rehearsed on the 
spot and presented them to the 
locals before bringing them on 
the triumphant tour to Beijing 
late last September. 
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Live your real life 

Enjoy yourself i'\ 0 S«7 : 7 

Let happiness into your life S ' 


For happiness, luck, health , protection, harmony 
and success, 

wear your birth stone 

The most precious gift you can give yourself or your loved ones 
available loose , in J8 or 21 KT. gold. . . 


Necklaces, worrybeads, ashtrays, clocks and other 
decorative items that cater to ail budgets . 

AH Purchases covered with international guarantees 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
' Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 6W6V6 


CROWN ■ 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, sforaging. ^ 
clearing, door-to-door a 
service M 



t EVERY. fc= 

DAY f 

PEOPLE WHO WEEP 

j$®UAmEMANCE 
jgffl SERVICES 

CAL4 US! 


P.O.Box 025229 AMMAN 

TeL 604671 ^ 
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The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Grcle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TrinawvbwaUia 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 12:00-15-30 
18.00 -23-30 

Wadi Saqra.Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

. Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at ! 
our shop and get:- 1 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

• Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm ! 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Tika-mray sfcrvlca 


Slide film 
Processing by 


[CAMERA CLINIC 

QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL CAMERA MAKES 



Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m.- midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 




Same Day Service 
for ail E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 63341 a 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 

DO A DO 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept. 687821/22 



H. DERDERIAN £7 SON. 

DOWNTOWN - AMMAN 
OPPOSITE ARAD DANK 

tel: 622420 






FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


I! 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

’Rjwanls 3rd circle 


Tel;6595l9 659520 




Budget 

rent e 







rent a car 
If you have tried the rest, 
now come to the BEST 

BUDGET 
rent a car 

sensational 
40% discount 
Christmas offer 

Tel: 604231 
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Ryzhkov asks parliament 
In support economic plan 



t-,- - 1 
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MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov appealed to parliament Saturday to back 
Sa5s plan for economic revival despite its shortcom- 
ings. 


"We understand that the gov- 
ernment programme has draw- 
backs,” be told the Congress of 
People's Denudes, winding up a 
four-day debate. "But as for as 
possible it takes into considera- 
tion our real potential, the extent 
of our development and sets 
targets for the future.” 

The government plan, spelled 
cut by Ryzhkov Wednesday, sets 
a coarse for the country's gradual 
transformation from a planned to 
a market economy, but stops well 
short of the radical changes re- 
commended by the country’s 
leading economists. 

During the debate, the prog- 
ramme was criticised from left 
and right. Some deputies accused 
the government of attempting to 
revive capitalism while others 
said it amounted to a set of 
half-measures which could not 
succeed. 

Ryzhkov defended his plan, 
saying that neither conservative 
nor ultra-radical measures would 
provide solutions and rejecting 
the application of "shock ther- 
apy”, which he said could cost the 
country dear. 

“We can neither follow the 
road of small-scale, partial and 
slew measures to improve the 
economic mechanism, nor plunge 
into the abyss of market chaos 
without creating the necessary 
conditions and effective con- 
trols,” be said. 

The prime minister attacked 
the 400-strong inter-regional 
group of radical reformist de- 
puties, which be said bad express- 
ed its opposition to the govern- 


ment programme. 

“A failure to support die plan 
would amount to a refusal to take 
any action at all,” he said. 

Earlier, Ryzhkov and his prog- 
ramme had come under attack 
from foe influential deputy Geor- 
gy Arbatov, head of the 
Academy of Sciences’ United 
States and Canada Institute and a 
foreign policy adviser to Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Arbatov said the proposed me- 
asures failed to take steps to- 
wards dismantling foe miTitar y- 
industziai complex, which he said 
was costing the country for more 
than it could afford. 

He also criticised Ryzhkov for 
calling his plan a government 
programme, rather mWng 
personal responsibility. 

“The time has passed for hid- 
ing behind the Politburo, the 
Central Committee, the Supreme 
Soviet or foe Congress of Peo- 
ple’s Deputies. People should 
know who their heroes and their 
v illains are,” Arbatov declared to 
applause from the hafl. 

Boris Yeltsin told die Congress 
of People’s Deputies that the 
government had caved in to die 
wishes of conservatives. 

“Conservative forces wishing 
to prevent economic reform from 
turning into, radical transforma- 
tions have joined ranks and 
achieved thin rad,” be said. 

The Soviet economic crisis was 
to th**- “lack of determina- 
tion, compromises, manoeuvring 
between the interests of the 
apparatus and society,” he 
added. 


snsr m leose imposes 
ssistfsrify programme 


FREETOWN ( AP) — Presklent 
Joseph Momoh has announced 
sharp energy price increases and 
trade liberalisations in a program- 
me designed to win new aid from 
Western creditors. 

Momoh said tbs austerity prog- 
ramme has “foe full backing of 
foe international Monetary Fund 
and World Bank (and) is de- 
signed to bait the decline of our 
economy and promote its 
growth,” be spoke on national 
television. 

The measures include a doubl- 
ing of the price of electricity 
provided by foe national utility 
and a 20 per cent increase in- 
petroleum prices. Prices for both 
bad been among the lowest in 
West Africa for a non-oil export- 
ing nation. 

Taxes on beer and tobacco will 
be doubled. 

Momoh said the measures are 
important “because foe interna- 
tional community has always 
shown a willingness to assist those 
countries which show positive 
steps on their own to set their 
bouse in order.” 

The IMF has suspended back- 
ing for Sierra Leone because the 
country was deemed to have 
failed to implement effective re- 
form measures. 

Momoh also said the govern- 


ment would rfiminate the need 
for export or import licences for 
all products except gold and dir 
amonds, two of the country’s 
mam foreign exchange earners. 
Licences for gold and diamonds 
will be issued to all “qualified 
partners and individuals on pay- 
ment of foe revised licence foes.” 

Momoh made no mention of a 
further devaluation of theLeooe, 
also one of foe conditions set by 
the IMF for a new support prog- 
ramme. The currency is set at 65 
to foe dollar but foe dollar fetches 
twice that rate on foe black 
market. 

Prices for petroleum were dou- 
bled last June, and Momoh said 
be understood the hikes would be 
hard on the country. He said he 
would review salaries for govern- 
ment employees as soon as possi- 
ble to “cushion the impact of foe 
adjustment process.” 

The president said Sierra 
Leone had been spending more 
than it earned for years and au- 
sterity measures were unavoid- 
able. 

‘Today we have scarfed re- 
form, and it is a process winch 
wiD take several months but at 
the end of the road, my govern- 
ment is confident it win mean 
greater prosperity,” Momoh said. 


pay increases 
f British official 


LONDON (R) — Average earn- 
ings in Britain rose by 9.25 per 
cent in foe year to October and a 
government minister said higher 
wages could make British pro- 
ducts too expensive abroad mid 
threaten employment at home. 

"Moderation in pay remains a 
lay requirement if we are to* 
remain competitive in world mar- 
kets and not put next year's em- 
ployment prospects at risk,” Em- 
ployment Secretary Norman 
Fowler said. 

Unemployment fell a pro- 
visional, seasonally adjusted 
25,200 in November to 1.65 Bul- 
lion, or 5.8 per cent of the work- 
force, down from 5.9 per cent in 
October. 

It was the lowest level of unem- 
ployment in nine years and foe 
number of jobless has now de- 
clined for 40 consecutive months. 

But in a blow to the govern- 
ment’s battle against inflation, 
average earnings rose tty 9.25 per 
cent in the year to October after 
nine per cent in the year ended in 
September. The annnai rate was 


8.75 per cent in June, July and 
August. 

Fowler said the pay earnings 
rise was “out of line with that of 
our major overseas competitors.” 

Industrial production rose a 
provisional seasonally adjusted 
0.9per cent in October after a 
revised one per cent fall in 
September, Central Statistical 
Office (CSO) data showed. 

The CSO also reported Britain 
had a provisional, seaso nall y ad- 
justed current account deficit of 
£6.5 billion ($10.4 billion) in the 
third quarter of 1989 after a 
second-quarter deficit of £5.1 bil- 
lion ($8.2 billion). 

Previous CSO estimates for foe 
third quarter had set the shortfall 
at £5.82 billion ($9.31 trillion). 
The median market forecast was 
£5.9 trillion ($9.4 billion). 

Britain is labouring under a 
year-on-year inflation rate of 73 
per' cent and industrial workers 
have been clamouring for fatter 
wage packets to compensate for 
shrinking buying power. 



Sunday, December 17, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pouad Sterling 
Deuisttcmarfi 


B uj Sd 

643.0 649.0 

1029.6 1039.9 

374.6 37SJ 


Strict true 
French tine 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

Dutch guilder 
Swedish CTOwn 
Italian tin (for 100) 
Belgian franc {for 10) 


415.4 419.6 

109.4 II(L5 

446.4 450.9 

331.5 334.8 

102.4 103.4 
50.1 50.6 

1763 178.1 


He proposed that foe govern- 
ment abolish a number of minis- 
tries, revamp its state planning 
committee, reform the monetary 
system, create labour and finan- 
cial markets and open foe country 
to foreign investment. 

Ryzhkov’s plan proposes to in- 
troduce price reform starting in 
1991, land leasing in agriculture 
and a new taxation system. It will 
also boost food and consumer 
goods production. 

It does not, however, abolish 
foe government's central plan- 
ning role, and this has dis- 
appointed many reformists. 

Yeltsin urged congress to reject 
foe plan, but other radicals 
poured cold water cm bis fiery 
speech. 

Deputy Prime Minister Leonid 
Abalkin denounced Yeltsin at a 
news conference, saying his eco- 
nomic proposals were “utterly 
unacceptable auri dangerous.” 

Abalkin, a radical economist 
whose ideas partly underpin the 
Ryzhkov plan, suggested that 
Yeltsin did not have a good 
understanding of economics, 
saying be had combined “incom- 
patible economic ideas.” 

He said the government had 
rejected “cavalry charge” 
methods to rescue foe economy. 

“This (government) program- 
me is the only way to stabilise the 
economy and prepare it for the 
introduction of market levers,” 
Abalkin said. 
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Arab exports list en to Dr. ] 
the opening session (Petra 


Sayegh (centre in white suite), director-general at AOAS addressing 

») 


AOAS focuses on administration 
role in boosting Arab commerce 



AMMAN (Petra) — Economic 
experts from Arab countries 
gathered Sunday at the Amman- 
based Arab Organisation of 
Ad mini st ra tive Sciences (AOAS)' 
to discuss inter-Arab trade, man- 
agement and marketing Arab ex- 
ports as well as trade agreements 
and their role in promoting such 
exports. 

According to Dr. Hisham 
Gharaibeh, director of the 
AOAS's consultation depart- 
ment, the four-day meeting, 
which is attended by 18 Arab 


countries, will look info the role of 
foe Arab Monetary Fund in pro- 
viding funds to finance trade 
among Arab states. 

AOAS Director-General Nas- 
er A1 Sayegh emphasised in an 
address the importance of de- 
veloping inter-Arab trade which, 
he said, is bound to lead to 
economic integration wi thin the 
Arab World. 

The present stage through 
which tiie Arab states are passing 
call for a closer cooperation in 
trade matters and benefiting from 


Castro gives food priority 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro said domestic 
food production must be Cuba's 
number one priority, even above 
sugar output, in the face of eco- 
nomic problems expected to re- 
sult from political changes in 
Eastern Europe, foe official 
newspaper Granina has reported. 

Granina said Castro fold a 
meeting that Cuba would be re- 
viewing its economic position and 
preparing foe nation for “whatev- 
er negative consequences might 
result from the current interna- 
tional situation.” 

This was a dear reference to 
the political changes sweeping the 
Soviet Union and its East Bloc 


allies, which since the 1959 re- 
volution have been the mam 
source of trade and aid to Cuba. 

Castro has previously said he 
expects the changes to hit Cuba’s 
sugar-based economy by disrupt- 
ing supplies of vital goods to the 
island. 

“Today, with the problems that 
are approaching us, food produc- 
tion is the number one priority, 
along with sugar cane, which is 
also a food,” Granina quoted 
Castro as saying. 

“Sugar cane is sacred • but 
above that we must guarantee 
food and vegetables for the peo- 
ple,” he added. 

Sugar is the traditional main- 


China renames ‘Champagne’ 

BEIJING (AP) — Responding to complaints from French winegrow- 
ers, China hi announced that no Chinese drink will be allowed to 
bear tire name “Champagne.” 

Li Xiaoping, an official from the State Industrial and Commercial 
Administration, said China would comply with international conven- 
tions restricting use of the word to wines grown in the Champagne 
province of France. 

Many Chinese had believed champagne to be a generic name for 
sparkling white wine rather than a product special to one area of 
France, he said. 

Quoted in foe official China Daily, Ii said China became a 
member of foe Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
Property in 1985 and would obey its stipulations on uses of the 
Champagne labeL 

He said most enterprises have been given until year’s end to 
remove their “Champagne” labels, including those producers using 
related names such as “Little Champagne” or “Lady’s Champagne.” 
In some cases, companies will be given until the end of 1990. 

Li said many Chinese-made drinks with “Champagne” names are' 
not wines but soft drinks. 


THE BETTER HALF. 




By Harris 

HARRIS 
1 1 - 22 . 


stay of foe Caban economy and 
dominates its agriculture, earning 
more than 20 per cent of the 
country’s foreign currency in- 
come. 

Cuba also produces citrus 
fruit, tobacco, ooffee, cocoa and 
other tropical fruit but imports 
wheat, maize, dairy products and 
meat. 

Many basic foodstuffs like rice, 
beans, meat, coffee, butter and 
even sugar are rationed in Cuba 
to ensure equal distribution, 
although the 10 milli on popula- 
tion is healthy and well fed. 

Castro has insisted that Cuba, 
despite foe changes shaking its 
socialist allies in Eastern Europe, 
will not abandon Marxism. 

The Cuban president drew 
publicly closer to China last week 
citing unproved diplomatic rela- 
tions and increased trade. 

Castro made the remarks while 
opening a new Chinese restaurant 
info visiting Chinese Trade and 
Economic relations Minister 
Zheng Tuobin, the Cuban news 
agency Prensa Latina reported. 

The restaurant opening cere- 
mony followed the signing in 
Havana of a commercial agree- 
ment which will boost Cubas- 
Chinese trade in 1990 to $500 
million, an 11 per cent increase 
over the current level. 

Castro said relations with Chi- 
na were “getting better all die 
time” and added that Chinese 
goods, especially industrial pro- 
ducts, were greatly appreciated in 
Cuba. 

Zheng repeated his govern- 
ment’s invitation for Castro to 
visit China. 

In foe past, ties between the 
two countries had been troubled 
by foreign polity differences, par- 
ticularly over Cuba’s strong pro- 


Soviet stance. 


local resources, Sayegh noted. 

The meeting, be said , was 
organised for the particular 
reason of focusing light on die 
role of administration in promot- 
ing inter- Arab trade and increas- 
ing exports of Arab products to 
foe outside worid. 

Dr. Abu Bakr Bazreh, head of 
foe AOAS’s t raining department, 
Raid that the meeting would dis- 
cuss questions related to markets; 
and foe participants would ex- 
change views ami expertise with a 
view to promoting exports. 


U.S. banker 
proposes new 
trade form 

NEW YORK (AP) — Chase 
Manhattan Corp.’s chairman says 
the enormous U.S. foreign trade 
deficit could be reduced if die 
United States forced foreign na- 
tions to essentially boy a dollar 
worth of U.S. goods for each 
dollar worth they wanted to sell 
here. 

In a speech, Willard Butcher 
outlined a plan under which 
“trade certificates” would be 
issued to importers of U.S.-made 
goods. 

Each certificate would be 
worth the value of the purchased 
goods, he said. 

Foreigners shipping products 
into foe United States would be 
required to supply the certificates 
having the face value of their 
gooeb. Butcher said the certifi- 
cates also could trade on the open 
market. 

Butcher said the plan could be 
phased in over a four-year 
period, initially at ratios that re- 
flect current trade imbalances. 

For example, he said, foreign 
exporters initially might be re- 
quired only to submit $75 or 80 
worth of certificates in order to 
sell $100 worth -of goods to the 
United States, with foe ratio in- 
creasing over time. 

“Trade certificates would 
neither favour, nor discriminate 
against, any industry, shipper, 
product or country,” Butcher 
said. “They would end up prom- 
oting trade, since the more prods 
that are shipped from the United 
States, the more that can be 
shipped to foe United States.” 

The nation’s foreign trade de- 
ficit totalled $27.75 raSion in the 
third quarter. 


Bunker Hunt trusts will go to the Internal Revenue Semce. 
Minpeco S~A., a Peruvian mining concern that won a $132 million 
judgment against the brothers stemming from their alleged 
attempt in 1979-80 to corner the silver market, also will receive a 
large share of the liquidated estates. 

Oman needs $18 oil tag to wipe deficit 

NICOSIA (R) — Omani Oil Minister Said Dm Ahmad AI 
Shamfim said has country would be able to cover a 200 million rival 
($520 miffin n) deficit in the current fiscal year if oil prices rose to 
S18,per barrel. “If foe (oil) prices remained $16... foe deficit will 
stay,” Sbanfaxi was quoted as saying in an interview with the 
Saudi Arabian newspaper Okaz. The projected Omani budget 
deficit for fiscal (calender) 1989 was 407.6 million riyals ($1,058 


“The organisation 


enough.. 


prices reach $40 per barrel in 
strategic mistakes in foe oil 


ast (foe 19706) 
et,” he said. * 


Total strikes oil in S. Yemen 

DOHA, Qatar (AP) — France’sTotal-Coinpagnie Francaise Des 
Petioles has discovered good quality oil in an exploration 
concession in South Yemen, foe Qatar News Agency has 
reported. The agency said on a despatch from Aden, South 
Yemen’s capital, that the strike was made on Total's 16,000 
square kilometre zone in foe Hadramut region. Exploration work 
is continuing to assess foe field’s reserves, the agenty added. It 
gave do other de tails and there was no immediate official 
confirmation by North Yemen. ■ 

Menem replaces economy minister . 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argentine President Carlos Menem 
replaced his economy mwwtw after only five months following a . 
plunge in the national currency amid worries over rismg inflation. 
Economy minister Nestor Rapanelli was replaced by Health and 
Social Welfare Minister Antonio Erman Gonzalez, a. government 
statement said. Rapanelli, a 60-year-old party outrider, was sworn . 
in five months ago to tackle Argentina’s worst-evex economic 
crisis. Peromst politicians and labour leaders had pifloried tum 
after his economic measures failed to soothe financial markets 
and spurred a jump in consumer prices. The austral currency 
phmuneted 283 per cent against the dollar after it was devalued: 
by 34.8 per cent Sunday. Rapanelli brought monthly inflation 
down to 5.6 per cent from a record of nearly 200 per cent, but the . 
trend reversed and economists say the figure will top 20 per cent 
in December. Gonzalez, 54, is a Christian Democrat accountant 
and one of the Perpnist president’s most crusted akles. ' ; ^ 

Hungaryto partly privatise Ibusz 


would be part-privatised and foe group’s shares would be lsstedm 
Vienna. The move would make Ibusz foe first East Bloc cotrqwny 
to be traded on a Western stock exchange. Deputy Trade Minister 
Imre Geflai told Western journalists 40 per cent of foe«{oimtry’s 
leading travel firm would be sold off and shares introduced in 
Vienna and on Budapest’s own planned stock exchange eariynext 
year. The sale is being managed by a consortium led by Austrian 
bank Girozentrale und Bank Der Oestcri eichiscfaeo Sparkasses. 
Girozentraie was involved in the sale of half of Hungarian 
electrical firm Tingsram in May. Girozentrale Deputy General 
Director Rudolf Fiala said Ibuz’s share capital would be raifed 
from 800 million forints ($13 million) to 1.2 billion ($20 mffiion)^ 
Some 30 per cent of registered shares would be offered to 
Western investors and 10 per cent to Hungarians, of which half 
would be reserved for foe company’s 2,000 employees. 
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Becker beats Wilander, seals Davis Cup victory 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

M Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


TAKE A BIT OF INSURANCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 75 
9-A8 

■ 0 A J 10 9 4 3 

* 7 6 2 

-WEST, EAST 

* A 108643 * j » 

■5 7 5 3 <7 Q J 10 9 2 

■.0. 7 ■ " 0 K 8 5 

*110 5 * Q 9 8 

• -SOUTH 
- , * KQ 2. - 

? K6 4 
OQ62 
. * A IL4 3 . 

The bidding: ' 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of 4 
Sometimes the fate of your con- 
tract is in the lap of the gods. How- 
ever, there is nothing to stop you 
from giving the deities an assist. 

. The auction had one point of in- 
terest. With essentially a balanced 
hand, North saw no reason to intro- 
duce his six-card minor. Slam was 
out of the question, and the pros- 
pects of taking nine tricks in no 
trump were far brighter than 11 in 
the long suit. As a result, the opti- 
mum contract of three no trump 
was reached in quick time. 


West leads. the six of spades and 
East plays the jack. How would you 
rate your chances of making your 
contract? 

Obviously, if the diamond finesse 
is going to succeed, you have more 
than enough tricks. And if the 
spades are 4-4, your contract also is 
safc. The danger comes if the spades 
don’t divide evenly and the diamond 
finesse .fails, since the play to the 
first trick virtually marks West with 
the ace of spades. 

If the spades are 5-3 and you win 
-the first trick, you have no chance 
because West will ambush your sec- 
ond spade honor with the ace. But 
what if spades are 6-2? 

Ironically, as long as the spade 
break is bad enough, your contract 
becomes a sure thing. Ail you have 
to do is refuse to win the first spade 
trickl When East continues a spade, 
West is helpless. If he wins, you still 
have a spade stopper. If he holds 
up, you can afford to lose the dia- 
mond finesse. Since East has no 
spade to return, you rake in 10 
tricks — one spade, two hearts, five 
diamonds and two clubs. As you 
can see, had you won the first spade 
trick the defenders would have col- 
lected six tricks before yon had 
reaped your just share. 


FOR RENT 

■Unfurnished, deluxe apartment in an aristocratic building, 
4th. Circle, Jabel Amman. 3 bedrooms and maid room, 
suitable for diplomats. 

.’ ‘ s. / - . . 

■ Pis call tel. 690380 or 815763 




invites you to the 

New Year dancing * Dinner party * Live 
miisic * Prizes 

' Tickets available now at Rumors. 

• - _ For more information tel: 822425 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: All 
sorts at benefits arise frojn today's 
exccOem aspects as romantic situa- 
tions arc favoured. Making deci- 
sions with others and patting them 
into effect now pay big dividends. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
New friends, from a distance, will 
spark your social activity. Take 
your attachment to outside recrea- 
tions today. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Travel with a member of your own 
family now won’t be as restrictive 
as you thought Bo more practical 
in your relationship with loved 
ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Try 
to find out jnst where you stand in 
your dealing with others and de- 
velop a better fimmdal arrange- 
ment with your family. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You will find an e m otion a l 
unddJe-ground that you have been 
seeking with a good friend. A new 
happiness can be established with 
your love hie. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) An 
influential man coming into your 
home could give you valuable sug- 
gestions. Unusual conditions with 
your attachment mat* 1 * your asso- 
ciation more harmonious. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A charming attitude will win 
more friends right now. Don't let 
odd conditions stir up resentment 
and confrontation in your borne. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Try to com bine business goals 
and personal needs in doling with 
family members and come to a 


dearer understanding with mate 
on similar issues. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Now is the time to take 
short social Jaunts to see congenial 
social contacts. This is a terrific day 
to enjoy home and family. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your social life 
should be almost entirely with men 
today, but a practical minded duo 
are ready to help you now where 
money or business is concerned. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) AH of your best plan- 
ning seems to be puffing together 
now and others are starting to see 
the tight Others win come to you 
asking the right questions. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Only allow into your borne 
today, those who you really care 
about Spending some time alone 
with your attachment attains a 
greater degree of happiness now. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) There will be a lot of give and 
take in social relationships today 
but, socially unaware individuals 
can create havoc if left unattended 
In the home. 

Today’s tWH: if your child were 
bom today he or she will be most 
enthusiastic and ready to accom- 
plish all sorts of things that will be 
important to the family and to their 
community. They will need some 
encouragement at school and will 
require special courses to fit then- 
interest level. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. " What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot get a good education through Distance 
Education. Some people believe that because you are getting your education 
through a correspondence school that you don't have to work lor your diploma or 
your degree. Some people confuse "phony degree mills" with legitimate Distance 


your degree Some people confuse "phony degree mills" with legitimate Distance 
Education Schools. If you are one of these people, don't read any further. 

ICS is looking for people who take meir education SERIOUSLY, whether 
attending a traditional college or studying by maiL We are looking for people who 
will apply themselves and work hard to get the hill value of the training that ICS 
offers. Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful completion of a course 
accredited by the National Home Study Council... your guarantee of a quality edu- 
cation. If you take your education seriously and warn to train tor a new career or 
improve your job skins for advancement on your present job. ICS may have me 
right career training for you. Choose from 45 career courses fisted below. Select 
the one career field you would like to train for and indicate that choice in the cou- 
pon below. Cut out this ad and mall it to ICS TODAY. We will send you a detailed 
course outline and tuition schedule by return Air MaiL There s no obligation. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS— NO OBLIGATION 243C 



CfTY/COUimtY. 
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FOR RENT 

One bedroom, dining, sitting and kitchen, located near 
Seventh Circle. Separate central heating, telephone, a 
garden. 

Contact 846162, 823977 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENT — 

FOR RENT 

An excellent location between the 4th and 5th Circles: 
3-bedroom 1st floor apartment with an L-shaped spa- 
cious salon and 2 verandas. 

Call: Office tel: 673366, Home tel: 679439 


By Clare Fallow 

Reuter 

STUTTGART, West Germany 
— Boris Becker humiliated 
Sweden's Mats Wilander on Son- 
day to seal West Germany's 
second Davis Cop victory in suc- 
cessive years. 

Becker took only one hour and 
45 minutes to beat the former 
world number one 6-2, 6-0, (P-2 
and give hosts West Germany an 


unbeatable 3-1 lead in the five- 
match final. 

Wilander simply had no answer 
to Becker’s superb serving and 
volleying on the fast carpet sur- 
face at Stuttgart’s Scheleyer hall. 

Becker, who steered West Ger- 
many to their first cap triumph a 
year ago against four-times cham- 
pions Sweden in Gothenburg, 
had played for nearly four hours 
on Saturday as he and partner 
Eric Jeten beat Anders Jarryd 


AC Milan takes World 
Club Championship 


and Jan Gimnarsson in the dou- 
bles. 

But the 22-year-old Becker, 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
champion, showed no signs of 
fatigue as he zipped through what 
proved to be the deciding match. 

Wilander. winner of three 
grand slam titles in 1988, had 
hoped to subdue Becker and give 
compatriot Stefan Edbeig and 
West German Carl-Uwe Steeb a 
chance to settle the final in the 
closing reverse singles rubber la- 
ter on Sunday. 

But history and form were not 
on WDander’s side. In seven pre- 
vious meetings Wilander had 
beaten the tall Becker only twice 


— both times on clay — and the 
Swede has had a miserable year 
without a single title to his name. 

Though he h:-i breakpoints in 
two games — at 5-2 down in the 
first set and 3-0 in the second — 
Wilander, who beat Steeb in the 
opening rubber, was unable to 
convert them. 

Becker, who beat EdbeTg 6-2, 
6-2, 6-4 on Friday, dropped his 
serve only once in the final, dur- 
ing Saturday’s doubles which the 
Germans won in five sets. 

For the noisy 10,500 fans in 
Stuttgart, Becker's virtual one- 
man cup victory was sweet re- 
venge for a defeat by Sweden in 
Munich four years ago. 


TOKYO (R) — A goal from a 
free kick by substitute Alberigo 
Evani in extra time earned A.C. 
Milan the World Club Cham- 
pionship against Colombia's 
Atletico National of Medellin 
here Sunday. 

With just three minutes to go in 
the 30 minutes added on for extra 
time, Dutch striker Marco van 
Basten was pulled down just in 
front of the box. 


Evani hit a low, pinpoint shot 
round National's defensive wall 
and into the left corner of the net. 

Played before a sell-out crowd 
of 62,000 in perfect conditions in 
Tokyo’s national stadium, the 
game between the European and 
South American champions was 
dominated by two well-marshal- 
led defences, both playing offside 
traps that cramped the match in 
the middle of the field. 


On the occasion of 

Christmas and New Year 


.v 


WANTED 

We need an excellent tailor with good experience. 

Please call tel: 690552 



FOR RENT * 

MODERN FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

Three bedrooms — Irving, dining, reception rooms. 

Two baths — three balconies and kitchen. 

Independent C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shine isani near Birds' Garden 

Tel: 641443 - 667862 


Jordan 

Times 

Tel: 667171-6 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

. . Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 
street, — Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 


LOW PRICES 


Winter and sport clothes 
for aD the family 

LACOSTE, benetton, BOSS, 
NIKE, adidas 

Training Suits: JD 10.000 - 12.000 - 14 000 - 
15.000 - 17.000 

Pullovers: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 - 8.000 - 9.000 

Shirts: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 

T-Shirts: JD 4.000 - 5.000 - 6.000 

in addition to a wide variety of sport clothes and 

jeans. 

Open Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 7 p.m. 



BOOK NOW for your 

Christmas Day Lunch 

at Kan Zaman ... 

A rich & varied Christmas menu, 
at our regular price of _ 

J.D. 6 /‘adult & J.D. 3 /child 1 

(+ 10% government lax) 




please cal! us for your reservation at 736449 


FRIENDS OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Regret to announce the cancellation of 

Dr. Robert Schick’s 

lecture which was scheduled for Mon. Dec. 18 at 7:00 
p.m. at ACOR 


The British Council ^T55ST:? 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 
HRH PRINCE RA* AD BIN ZEID 

THE BRITISH COUNCIL ' 
Presents 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
18,19,20 December 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets JD 2 from the 

Royal Cultural Centre and the British Council 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 


Honda Accord (EX). Full options. Model 1987. In excel- 
lent condition (used by non-resident pharmacist). 

Contact: tel. (834036) ** 


SALE 10% discount 
Leather Gifts Centre 


Presents for you a big collection of genuine leather Xmas 
gifts from the best German leather factories. 

Handbags, purses, wallets, key holders, briefcases, 
attache case, belts, pouches, pipes, manacure sets, 
backgammon box, jewellery box, flasks, gloves, toilet 
bags, pitcure frame, cigarette case, pill box, telephone 
book & others. 




He who under this sign does sell assure yon better service as 
well. Tire only one in JORDAN. 


Jabal Amman - Rainbow St . , Tel. 650827 



WALL STREET 


330.630,830 p.m. 


RIG CRUSHER FOR SALE 

Big stationary crushing plant is offered for sale. Produc- 
tion capacity 150 tonne per hour. Condition very good. 
French make. Suitable for hard and very hard stone. Good 
for road works and big projects. Plant *is in working 
condition in Jordan Valley. 

For inquiries please contact National Projects 
and Investment Co., telephone 793371, FAX 
795962, TLX 22154 Amman - Jordan. 


PHILADELPHIA 



OUTY UNPAIP 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 

1983 Landrover LWB stationwagon series 3. White, full 
service history if required. 120,305 kms. Offers by sealed 
bid welcome by 11 January 1990. 


DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 

1986 Austin Montego 2.0L Mayfair saloon. Dark blue, 
radio/cassette, front electric windows, sunroof, 97,000 
kms, excellent condition. Offers by sealed bid welcome by 
11 January 1990. 


For appointment to view, contact 823100 x 212. I I For appointment to view, contact 823100 x 212. 


Tel: 6341441 f Cinema 


NUOUM 


Nadia Al Jundi 
In 


nr 


(Arabic) 

FtarforauBCK 330, 6:15, 8:30, 10 JO 


Tel: 675571 



^Cinema 

Tel: 6741111 

PLAZA 

Clint Eas 
in 

DEAD 

L Pcritnminstf* 


























BANGKOK (AP) — Vietnam 
has told Britain drat it rejects any 
forced repatriation of boat people 
from Hong Kong and reserves the 
right to send them back to the 
British colony, official Viet- 
namese media reported. 

In London, about 150 Viet- 
namese refugees demonstrated 
Saturday in T rafalgar Square to 
demand an- mid to the forcible 
repatriation. 

The refugees released 51 blade 
balloons, one for each Viet- 
namese sent back to Hanoi Tues- 
day, and hundreds of yellow bal- 
loons for the 57,000 Vietnamese 
still in Hong Kong. 

Vietnam accepted the group of 
51, but die official media said 
Hanoi's policy is to reject forced 
repatriation. 

The Vietnam News Agency 
(VNA) said a Foreign Ministry 
offical banded a note to Brit- 
ish Ambassador Ertnys Davies 
strongly affirming Hanoi’s policy 
of “only accepting those who 
volunteer to return or who are 
not opposed to the repatriation.” 

The report said the ministry 
cautioned Davies that “any viola- 
tion of these principles may 
hamper and even complete^ dis- 
rupt the process of cooperation to 
resolve this problem step by step” 
as agreed at a June multilateral 
conference on Indochinese re- 
fugees. 

Ministry officials stressed that 
“if Vietnam discovers any case of 
forced repatriation,’ it reserves 
the right to return them to Hong 
Kong.” 

A spokesman for Britain’s 
Foreign Office in London said the 
Vietnamese message did not rep- 
resent a change in that country’s 
posrtison and that there would be 


no change in British policy. 

Britain argues most Viet- 
namese confined to squalid Hong 
Kong camps are not political re- 
fugees bat iQegaf migrants seek- 
ing a better fife. 

Vietnamese refugees and their 
supporters in London stood 
silently in the rain for one minute 
to remember those who lived and 
died for freedom. It was the first 
of a series of rallies planned 
around the country by me Viet- 
nam Refugee National Council. 

Protesters sang the Vietnamese 
national anthem used before the 
Communists seized power in 
1975. 

“We hope die British govern- 
ment will give freedom for the 
Vietnamese refugees in Hong 
Kong,” said council chairman 
Diep Pham, wbo fled Vietnam by 
boat to Singapore in 1983 and 
arrived in England later that 
year. 

“Repatriation is evil,” g ui t arist 
Steve Hackett of the rock group 
Genesis told the crowd. “We 
urge die Hong Kong government 
to dismantle the fences and the 
compounds.” 

Hackett has organised musi- 
cians called Rock against Repat- 
riation. They are making a re- 
cording of the Rod Stewart hit 
song “Sailing” with proceeds to 
alleviate conditions of the re- 
fugees in Hong Kong. It is to be 
released Jan. 20. 

The Rev. Michael Meadows of 
We y m ou th, who worked in the 
former South Vietnamese capital 
of Saigon, told protestes. “Our 
government ought not to be too 
gullible in accepting assurances 
from die government of Hanoi 
that these people will be properly 
treated on their return . 





Mail bomb kills U.S. judge 

MOUNTAIN BROOK, Alabama (AP) — A federal appeals judge 
was killed and his wife seriously injured by a maO bomb that went 
off at their home Saturday afternoon, authorities said. Eleventh 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Robert S. Vance, 58, died 
instantly when a package delivered to his home went off around 3 
p.nL, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) spokesman Chock 
Steinmetz said in Washington. It was befieved to be only the third 
tim« this century a U.S. federal judge had been assassinated. 

Actor Lee van Cleef dies 

OXNARD, California (AP) — Actor Lee van Cleef, whose steely 
eyes and hawklike features won him a long career portraying 
villains in western movies, has died of an apparent heart attack, 
authorities said. He was 64. Van Qeefs film break came when be 
was cast as one of four desperadoes faced down by Gary Cooper in 
the 1952 movie “High Noon.” He became a familiar gunslinger in 
so-called spaghetti westerns made by Italian director Sergio Leone, 
including “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly.” Among his hundreds 
of black-hat roles were parts in “How the West was Won,” “The 


I ■7 , t i ■ k'j il»K1iTVil 


Cleef collapsed at his Oxnard home Friday night, said Craig 
Stevens, a Ventura Comity deputy coroner. The coastal commun- 
ity is north of Los Angeles. 

Bloch’s FBI tail is off 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Felix S. Bloch, the American diplomat 
suspected of spying for the Soviets, said Saturday it appears he no 
longer has Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) agents trailing 
his every move. “It was strange,” said Bloch, a 30-year State 
Department veteran wbo came under FBI survefllance last spring, 
but has never been charged with any wrongdoing. “It was as if they 
left from one minute to the next.” FBI spokesman Charles 
Stemmetz acknowledged there may have been some visual changes 
but the investigation was continuing. “We may have cut back, but 
we’re still investigating,” he said Saturday. “I have no comments 
befbnd that. But it is an active investigation.” Meanwhile, the Los 
Angeles Tunes in Saturday’s editions cited sources as saying the 
FBI has failed to find solid evidence to support espionage charges 
against Bloch and has all but abandoned hopes of prosecuting hun. 

Marijuana link among tumour patients 

CLEARWATER, Florida (AP) — Marijuana smoking was the 
common link among a number of otherwise healthy young people 
who developed large, fast-growing cancerous tumours of the mouth 
and neck, two doctors have reported. “This was a rather shocking 
finding,” said Dr. Paul Donald, a head and neck surgeon at the 
University of Cahfbrnia-Davis, who noticed the link in nine of his 
patients. The patients included one man with a tumour bulging 
from his mouth to his chin, a woman with a tumour under her 
tongue and a man with a huge mass on the side of his neck, Donald 
told a meeting of immunologists in Clearwater. 

Chile celebrations leave one dead 

SANTIAGO (AP) — One person died, dozens were injured and 
hundreds arrested when jubilant street celebrations of the opposi- 
tion victory in tins week’s presidential election turned violent 
Saturday, police said. One woman was killed during demonstra- 
tions in Temnco, a dty 870 kilometres south of Santiago. Police did 
not say how the woman died, but the official news agency ORBE 
said she was killed when demonstrators altered the public order 
damaging public properties, and forced police to act. Thousands of 
supporters of opposition leader Patricio Aytwin took to the streets 
to celebrate his victory in the presidential election Thursday. Police 
said 589 demonstrators were arrested in Santiago! alone. 

Volcano spews ash and grit 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska. (R) — The Redoubt volcano in Alaska 
erupted again Saturday, spewing out ash for hundreds of 
kilometres and residents of Anchorage were told to remain indoors 
to avoid breathing problems. U.S. government scientists said the 
3,100 metre volcano erupted at about 6:00 a.m. Alaska standard 
time (1500 GMT) in what is believed to be its fifth explosion since 
Thursday morning when it burst into activity for the first time id 21 
years. The 220,000 residents of Anchorage, 160 kilometres 
northeast of the mountain, were told to remain indoors to avoid 
respiratory problems, as a dusting of the sandy ash fell on cars 
parked outside in the snow. Most Bights in and out of the busy 
Anchorage international air port were cancelled because of fears 
aircraft engines would suck in the grit, a spokesman for the Federal 
Aviation Administration said. 

Medellin cartel baron buried 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombian drug baron Jose Gonzalo Rodriguez 
Gacha. who rose from poverty to the number two man in the 
world’s most powerful drug organisation, was buried Saturday in a 
common grave with bis teenage son and five bodyguards, all killed 
in a gunbattle with police. Rodriguez Gacha, 42, his son and his 
bodyguards were shot dead Friday after resisting arrest by barfing, 
grenades and spraying machine-gun fire when cornered near Tolu 
on the Caribbean coart. They were buried in a hastily-dug common 
grave in the municipal cemetery in the nearby state capital of : 
sincelejo without relatives present, television footage showed., j 


An East German youth deuamstralmg in hd prig bolds Us banner aloft. It reads “Germany my frtherlnd,” depicting the pre-war 
borders 

Gysi sees possible catastrophe 
in unification of two Germanys 


EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
East German Co mm unist Party 
leader Gregor Gysi said on Sun- 
day those caning for union with 
West Gennany were playing with 
fire and could endanger peace. 

In an address to an emergency 
party congress, Gysi mapped out 
the Co mmunis t movement’s vi- 
sion of reforms that wonld in- 
dude a new constitution, econo- 
mic changes, a cut in military 
forces and greater autonomy for 
local regions. 

“Those searching a special 
German route to unificati on out- 
side the framework of European 
unity are playing, consciously or 
unconsciously, with fire. Greater 
Germany would be a victory for 
tiie right,” he said. 

Gysi, elected party chief a 


week ago, said those in the West 
and in East Germany demanding 
unification would not be satisfied 
with that if they got it 

They would then want those 
German territories relinquished 
after World War II and now part 
of Poland and the Soviet Union, 
he said. There have been increas- 
ing calls in recent weeks for the 
two German states to merge in 
some form. 

“If the border between the two 
German states falls before 
Europe is unified then a discus- 
sion will break out about border 
changes,” Gysi told the 2,600 
delegates at the congress in the 
Dynamo Sports Hall on the out- 
skirts of East Berlin. 

“Peace would be seriously en- 
dangered and once again it would 


have been the Germans who 
caused a new European conflict,” 
be to thunderous applause. 

Opinion poB 

More than two-thirds of East 
Germans questioned in a poll said 
they oppose Goman reunifica- 
tion, the weekly news magazine 
Der Spiegel reported. 

The poQ, conducted by two 
respected West German public 
opnnon research o rganisa tions, 
queried 1,032 East Germans of 
voting age in early December 
about their political views. 

Some 71 per cent of respon- 
dents said they opposed bmkfing 
a common German state, the 
question asked in the poB com- 
missioned by Der Spiegel and 


ZDF Teleyiaon network. 

Spiegel reported in its latest 
edition feat only 27 per cent of 
respondents said they supported 
ramification. 

The ma gazine did not specify 
tiie poll’s margin of error or 
provide other polling details. 

Asked who they would vote for 
in the first free elections in East 
Germany, set for May 6, 1990, 
about iiatf the respondents said 
they were not sure yet, Spiegel 
said. * 

Another 12 per cent said they: 
support the Communists, seven 
per cent said they would ypte for 
the newly formed (a pp os iti on So- 
cial Democratic Party and five 
per cent said they were behind 
Neoes Forum, the largest pro- 
l e fonn movement. 


MANILA (R) — Phffippine Ptes- 
jdent Corazon Aquino Sunday 
ordered the immediate trial erf 
leaders of this month’s foiled 
c o up , branding them traitors who 
were paid “thirty pieces of silver” 
to bring hex down. 

Aquino, speaking on pre-re- 
cordcd a ratfio prog ramn», urged 
civilians to come forward - with 
informa tion that could hdp"pro- 
secute leaders of tiie Dec. 1-7 
army revolt, in which more than 
100 people were, ldfied and at 
least 500 wounded. “ 

“I order General (Renato) de 
Villa to immediately investigate 
their top leaders,” she said. ( T 
also order military courts to bold 
a continuous trial *nd I ask the 
fpeople to attend die proceed- 

Villa, the country^ armed 
"forces chief, said the military has 
captured 1,800 of about 3,000 
mutin eers who took part in tiie 
coup attempt, the sixth and 
Moodiest since Aquino came to 
power in 1986. 

Aquino vowed to show no mer- 
cy to the mutineers’ leaders. 

“Why (fid tiie rebel troops do 
that contemptible net? They did 
it... for thirty pieces of silver,” 
she said. “For tiie leaders ofthese 
rebel troops... onr 'policy is to 
show them no mercy." 

Aquino did riot say who- 
aQegedly paid the coup leaders. 
The military has said unnamed 
financiers paid some of tire rebel 
officers 25 millio n pesos ($13 
mfflio n) to mutiny. 

The president said tiie coup 
attemptwasbacked by politicians 
who^knew they had no chance in 
an election.” She did not identify 
■ them but last week she buried her 
estranged Vice-President Salva- 
dor Laurel and Senator Juan 
-Bonce Enrile, a former defence 
chief, were involved. .Both have 
Hffpwi tins. 

Government troops moved 
into position around Manila and 
the southero city of Davao during 
the weekend to stop posable new 
attacks by army rebels. 


LANDOVER HILLS, Maryland ^ 
(AP) — A shopping centre- is; 1 ' 
acting a Made Santa Clans- -to- 


Hijacked jetliner flown back to Beijing 


BEIJING (Agencies) — A 
Chinese airliner hijacked to 
Japan by a knife-wielding man 
flew back to Beijing Sunday, 
with the hijacker’s wife and 

10- year-old son on board. 
Police and airline officials 

said they did not know tiie 
status erf the wife and child, but. 
foreign reporters saw her ted 
from the plane in hawfaiffe 
Chinese President Yang 
Shang knn, at a biref news con- 
ference before setting onf on an 

11- day trip to the Middle East, 
thanked Japanese authorities 
for their cooperation in ending 
the hijacking. 

The Air Orina Boeing 747 
was heading from Beijing to 
New York Saturday morning 
when Zh a ng Zhenhai, wbo bad 
a knife and daisied to have a 
bomb, ordered the pilot to fly 


to South Korea. South Korea 
refused p e rmissi on to land, and 
the pilot diverted to Fukuoka, 
900 kilometres southwest of 
Tokyo. 

The Japan Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (NHK) said Zhang 
told Fukuoka police that he 
took part in tiie spring demo- 
cracy movement in Beijing, and 
was side of living in China after 
the movement was violently 
crushed in June. 

Yang said, “as for the motive 
of the hijacker, I have not 
asked about it and I’m not dear 
about it. 

“But since China is so big 
and the population is so large, I 
don’t tfamk it’s strange that it 
happens that some people want 
to nee to other places such as 
Taiwan or to other countries.” 

Japanese police said Zhang’s 


wife, whose name has not been 
released, said she wanted to 
return to China. 

The hijacker is in hospital in 
Fukuoka with a broken back 
and broken tegs apparently sus- 
tained when he was pushed 
from the plane after it had 
landed. 

The hijacking ended when 
Zhang was apparently pushed 
out of the open door of the 
plane as it stood on the tarmac 
of Fukuoka airport. He was 
taken to hospitaim Fukuoka in 
serious condition with his back 
and both legs broken. 

“I saw him pushed out of the 
plane,” a Chinese passenger 
told reporters as he boarded a 
bus. at Peking airport. 

He said he did not know who 
pushed the man out but a crew 
member was quoted in Japan as 


saying it was a passenger. 

A man in his forties, who was 
on his way to New York, said 
be saw no scuffles on board as 
the plane was diverted to 
Japan. 

“I didn’t realise we had been 
hijacked until we got to 
Fukuoka,” he said. 

Chinese aviation officials de- 
clined to talk to reportes and it 
was not known how many of 
the passengers and crew re- 
tained to Peking. Most passen- 
gers declined to as 

they were escorted past repor- 
ters by airport officials. 

But ia Tokyo, government 
sources ' said tiie aircraft left 
with 208 of the 223 passengers 
and crew on boartL 

The others, apart from 
Zhang, would co ntin ne their 
journey to the United States, 


they added. 
Japanese 


Japanese police quoted 
Zhang as saying he had left a 
bomb in an unnamed Peking 
hotel. Chinese police and secur- 
ity officers were patrolling 
holds around the dly bat there 
ware no reports that any explo- 
sive device had been round. 

. Television reports in Japan 
said the decision to repatriate 
tiie hijackers was to prevent a 
worsening of relations. 

Japanese Transport Mhristiy 
officials said Japan allowed tire 
plane to land because tint cap- 
tain said he had only . 40 mzuntes 
worth of fuel. 

The Chinese embassy in 
Tokyo said it had contacted the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry to 
that the hijackers and 
the plane immediately be re- 
turned to China- 


Havel-Dubcek accord 
seen over presidency 


PRAGUE (Agencies) — Opposi- 
tion leader Vaclav Havel has sig- 
nalled a possible agreement with 
Alexander Dobcek to avoid a 
fight over the presidency, saying 
he would only serve in me post if 
Dubcek gets a top government 
role. 

In a televised speech, the once- 
banned playwright declared 
Saturday that he would accept the 
presidency only temporarily, un- 
til someone can be elected for tiie 
five-year term by “a freely 
elected new federal assembly.” 

He said he would only serve if 
“next to me, whatever his official 
function may be, wifi be Alexan- 
der Dubcek ... I wifi not allow 
any dark forces to put a wedge 
between me and him and there- 
fore between the Czechs and Slo- 
vaks.” 

Dubcek, leader of the 1968 
“Prague spring” reforms, had 
been considered Havel’s main 
rival for the largely ceremonial 
P°5; 

The vacancy was created a 
week ago when hardline com- 
munist Gustav Husak resigned 
after swearing in the country’s 
first non-Commmri5t do minated 
government since 1948. 

The new government came to 
power on a wave of democratic 
reform triggered by mass protests 
in the capital 2 nd other cities in 
which masons demanded politic* 
al change. The Communists have 
ousted hardline leaders, surren- 
dered their m o nopoly on power 


and allowed free travel. 

Rumours circulating widely in 
Prague suggested that Dubcek, 
expelled from the Communist 
Party in 1969 after the Soviet-led 
invasion that crushed his r e forms , 
had agreed to accept the chair- 
manship of parliament in ex- 
change for s up po r t i ng Havel. 

It was undear whether Dubcek 
would support Havel or simply 
not compete for president. 
Another preside n tial contender is 
Cestmir Osar, the candidate of 
die Czechoslovak Socialist Youth 
Union. 

Dubcek, on his way to a dinner 
Saturday given by visiting Italian 
socialist leader Bettino Craxi, 
said he and Have! had “been 
together from the very start.” 

Leaders from Czechoslovakia’s 
Small Socialist and People's par- 
ties joined Havel and Dubcek at 
the Italian embassy. 

Opposition Civic Forum 
spokesman Petr Kncera, speak- 
ing at a sews conference earlier, 
said Havel and Dubcek had met 
Saturday, and “both parties left 
assuming that agreement was 
reached for joint action.” 

Kucera declined to say exactly 
when Dubeck, Havel and a dose 
aide of advisers met or provide 
details on what sort of action was 
planned. 

Havel’s speeds directly addres- 
sed the Communist deputies who 
dominate - Czechoslovakia's par- 
liament and, under tiie constitu- 
tion, must elect a new head of 



Comoros mercenaries 
leave South Africa 


Vaclav Have! 

state by Dec. 14. 

“If they don’t want to ride 
strikes, chaos and international 
shame, I plead with them not to 
complicate the situation and not 
to expose themselves to the dan- 
ger of being condemned by the 
.public, but to understand the call 
of tins moment,” Havel said. 

“Very soon, we should have 
someone suitable in tiie (pres- 
idential) castle, preferably before 
the end of this year,” be said. 

Havel said the temporary presi- 
dent’s role would be to erode the 
country to free elections and 
oversee democratic re f orms in 
tiie totalitarian sy st em that has 
kept Czechoslovakia in an iron 
grip for four decades; 

The Communist-dominated 
federal assembly, Czechoslova- 
kia’s parliament, is scheduled to 
meet Tuesday. . 


JOHANNESBRUG (R) — 
Eighteen of tiie 22 White merce- 
naries who refinqnishedpofwer in 
the Comoro Islands Friday to 
French forces have left South 
Africa for Europe, a Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman said 
Sunday. 

The spokeswoman declined to 
state the destination of the sol- 
diers of fortune, who took control 
of the Indian Ocean islands after 
tiie assassination of President 
Ahmad Abdallah in mysterious 
rireumstanoeg Nov. 26. 

Mercenary leader Bob Denard 
was one of the four remaining in 
South Africa, pending the out- 
come of negotiations on Us future, 
the spokeswoman added. “We 
anticipate all of the remaining 
four will be leaving South Africa 
soon,” she said. 

Denard and hzs men flew to 
Johannesburg Friday as p re ss ur e 
mounted on them to leave the 
Comoros anrid ac c usa tions that 
they were involved in Abdallah's 
murder. 

Pretoria’s Foreign Minister POc 
Botha immediately declared that 
the 22 mercenaries were unwel- 
come and said they would leave 
tor other countries as qnkkfy as 
possible. 

South Africa, which with 
France has the strongest foreign 
influence oq the ' Comoros, said it 
wanted to keep its involvement - 
with the departing mercenaries as 
tow-key as possible. - 


Denard’s fate is the trickiest. 

& he returns to France, be risks 
deportation to tiie West African 
state of Boom, where be feces 
murder charges for his part in an 
‘unsuccestful coup attempt. 

Denard and ms men handed 
over power in the Comoros last 
Frida y to a French military task 
force, which is to stay in foe 
islands off the Madagascar 
for two years to train local secur- 
ity forces. 

Newspapers reported that De- 
nard and ms men had spent their 
time since arriving in South Afri- 
ca having a marathon party. 

The Johannesburg Sunday 
Times said the mercenaries drank 
cases of champagne and ate tins 
of Russian caviar winch they 
.managed to “liberate” during 
their retreat from the Comoros. 

After the hnay foods ran out, . 
the men switched to South Afri- 
can wines and beer to wash down 

cold meats and salads. 

Denard and the three re main , 
mg mercenaries were befog held 

under dose guard in a house in 

Pretoria, acco rding to the news- 
paper reports. 

fre nch p olice detained six of 
the mercenaries as they arrived 
Sunday at Oify Airport from 
South Africa. 

The six, five Frenchmen and a 
Belgia n, wifi be held until investi- 
gators determine whether, they 
are wanted for any crimes, a 
«PPte»wttan for . the . air md 
•border police srid. * 
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